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VISITOR INFO
CENTRE
The Houston & District
Chamber of Commerce
operates the Houston Visitor
Information Centre, located on
Highway 16, year-round.
Here you’ll find all the
information you’ll need for
planning your stay in Houston.
Stop by when you get here or
call ahead... we’ll be happy
to help!
Call 250 845-7640
3289 Highway 16,
Box 396, Houston, BC V0J 1Z0
info@houstonchamber.ca
www.houstonchamber.ca
ABOUT HOUSTON...

Houston was established in the
early 1900s as the tie-cutting centre
for the Grand Trunk Pacific Railway,
and was incorporated as a village
on March 4, 1957. Houston is a
forestry, mining and tourism town
in the Bulkley Valley of the Northern
Interior of British Columbia,
Canada. Its urban population
is approximately 3200 people,
with approximately 2000 in the
surrounding rural area. It is known
as the “Steelhead Capital of the
World” and it has Canada’s largest
flyfishing rod.
Elevation: 594 metres (1,949 ft)
above sea level.
Weather: Average: July 14.5 C (50 F)
January -12.7C (11F)
Time Zone: Pacific Standard Time

The Houston Tourist Guide is a publication of the
Houston & District Chamber of Commerce and
Houston Today - Black Press. This book is available
electronically from www.houstonchamber.ca.
©2016 Houston & District Chamber of Commerce.
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DISTRICT OF HOUSTON

HOW TO FIND US

Welcome to Houston
On behalf of the District of Houston, we extend a warm
welcome to all visitors, new or returning to our beautiful
community.
Our official Houston Visitor’s Guide is a wonderful
resource to help plan, explore, and fill your adventures
with all that Houston has to offer.
Houston is known as the world’s Steelhead capital of the
world, and is proud to be the home to Canada’s largest fly
rod which is located in our award-winning Steelhead Park
located on Highway 16. It is also home to the Houston’s
Visitor Centre. The park is a perfect setting for a leisurely
stroll or picnic and includes the lovely Steelhead fountain
and our majestic, giant “Phantom Grizzly bear” weighing
975 pounds (visible 24/7 at the visitor centre), and our
local museum’s “Walk through History”.
All of us who live here in Houston know that we are very
fortunate to be amid such breathtaking surroundings
and such a diverse
climate enjoying
each of the seasons.
We are happy to
share with others
the attributes of this
amazing area. During
the warmer seasons
our lakes and rivers
offer excellent fishing
and boating activities.
Our back country
also offers some
excellent canoe and
kayak opportunities
including the famous
Nanika-Kidprice
canoe route. You are
welcome to hike, bike,
and explore our many
well maintained trails
that lead to some
breathtaking views.
Houston has been
named one of the
top 50 small towns
to visit in Canada by
Flightnetwork.com.
PAGE 2 I
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It’s all about

Getting Here

In the winter months visitors can experience our crisp
powder with excellent snowmobiling adventures, and
amazing cross-country ski and snow shoeing trails
that are second to none. Let us not forget the fabulous
opportunities for ice fishing. We are very proud to be
known as 2016 SledTown ShowDown Champions by
Snoriders magazine.

If you’re planning
to travel here by
road, you’re in for
a treat. You’ll be
travelling through
pristine wilderness, quaint
towns, and some very beautiful
scenery. Houston is located
in Northwestern B.C., midway
between Prince George and Prince
Rupert, along Highway 16. Highway
16 links British Columbia with
Northern Alberta and Highway
37, the route to the Yukon
and Alaska. If you are
wanting to travel to Houston
by train, contact VIA Rail
for schedules and rates. VIA
Rail operates the “Skeena Line”
from Jasper, in the heart of the
Canadian Rockies, to the northern
coastline in Prince Rupert. Air Canada,
and Central Mountain Air provide
worldwide connections via Smithers,
a 45-minute drive west of Houston.
Greyhound Bus Lines offer great
scheduling to and from Houston.

While in town, visit some of our local retail shops and
restaurants, or access our top notch indoor recreation
facilities such as the Houston leisure facility. Enjoy
the many parks and walking trails located within the
community.
During your visit and your activities, we hope you create
warm and lasting memories of your time spent with us
and we invite you to return again in the future.
Houston’s Mayor and Council

AMAZING...

Friendliness
“Where the Welcome is Warm and
Wilderness Beckons” .
Houston is known for it’s friendly
locals. You’ll get that small
town feeling at every
corner. So if you
need directions
or you’re
looking for
something just ask!

www.houstonchamber.ca

www.houstonchamber.ca
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A SIGHTSEEING & HERITAGE PARK

In the centre of it all

Steelhead Park
stop for visitors. Steelhead Park is
among northern British Columbia’s
most picturesque downtown
community parks, and not without
reason. Visitors and locals alike
enjoy the summer splendor of
the extensive floral display. In
winter, the park is transformed
into a dazzling display of winter
lights and decorations. At any
time of year, Steelhead Park is one
of Houston’s treasures including:
Houston’s only totem pole, The
Wolf Totem Pole was built by
Hazelton Aboriginal artist Wilfred
Sampson, commissioned in the
early 1980’s by the Houston
Booster Club.

There is no better place to exhibit Canada’s largest free
standing fly rod than in a park that is equally impressive.
With easy access along Highway 16, Steelhead Park is a
prominent feature of Houston’s Downtown and a favourite

The park has walking trails
throughout where one can view
displays promoting other informative aspects of our area;
such as, the Steelhead fountain, “Coming Home”, which
is a tribute to the life cycle of this ocean going fish. The
park also consists of a playground, dog run, picnic areas,

AMAZING...

and park benches which gives one
a chance to relax and take in the
wonderful view. The park continues
past the visitor centre, home to our
Grizzly Bear prominently displayed in
the front window which can be viewed
24 hours a day. Don’t miss the Houston
Museum Society’s “Walk Through
History” on the west side of the park.
Prominently featured on the walk
PAGE 4 I
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www.houstonchamber.ca

are Houston’s first fire truck, a 1955
snowmobile, tractor and buildings
with peek-able windows allowing a
glimpse into days of old. The buildings
include Houston’s first schoolhouse
portraying a classroom scene from
1916 and Houston’s first Anglican
Church. The doors are open seasonally
for visitors to enjoy with organ music
being played in the back ground.

Photo
Opportunities
The largest fly rod in Canada, a
Grizzly Bear, Steelhead
water fountain, an
old fire truck, and
other historic
buildings makes
Steelhead Park
a favourite stop
for visitors.
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Canada’s
Largest Fly Rod

STEELHEAD PARK

Grizzly Bear

Canada’s Largest Fly Rod was the
invention of a local resident and avid
fly fisherman, Warner Jarvis. Commemorating Houston, “The Steelhead
capital of the world”. The idea came
upon him while he was attending a
tourism workshop, where he had been
sketching his idea onto a paper napkin. From that paper napkin, Warner’s
project travelled to numerous local
machine shops to be developed and
constructed, then the project travelled
to Vancouver to be anodized. The
unfinished rod was displayed at the
“Discover Houston Trade Show” giving
locals a chance to see and touch
the rod before it was permanently
installed. The rod was machined in six
local machine shops with 470 hours
of donated equipment/shop time

Our area is home to many grizzly
bears, magnificent animals that bring
a richness to our environment. With
the protection of grizzly habitat,
public education, and efforts to
ensure human-bear interaction is
safe, we are striving as a community
to ensure that these beautiful giants
are protected for generations to
come.
In order to gain a full appreciation
for the size, beauty, and power of
grizzly bears, we encourage you to
stop at our Houston Visitor Centre
to have a close-up view of our
“phantom grizzly bear.” The grizzly
received its nickname from the local
newspaper reporting “phantom bear
claims more Hungry Hill livestock”.
The phantom bear was, in reality
975 pounds, eleven feet in standing
height and was between eighteen to
twenty years of age. For many years,
local ranchers on Hungry Hill (17
km west of Houston) had reported
that livestock were vanishing. At the
time it was believed that the culprit
was an elusive grizzly bear, but just
how large that bear actually was
would prove to be quite a surprise
to locals and conservation officers
alike. The grizzly is now on display
at the Houston Visitor Centre. He is
shown with a salmon in his mouth,
even though the bear actually dined
on local cattle. This bear is believed
to be the father of a similar bear (with
a similar cattle-poaching history) on
display in the Smithers’ airport.

and over 574 hours of donated labour.
Forty-one local companies contributed
the goods and services used to make
the rod. Local volunteers contributed
countless hours of time to help complete this 60 foot fly rod. The installation of the rod was May 5, 1990. The
many people who helped to craft the
rod carried it on their shoulders from
the Industrial Park to its new home
beside the Visitor Information Centre.
The long line of volunteers caused
temporary closure of the highway. The
months of preparation ended when
the rod was placed on its supports by
a crane and anchored within a matter
of minutes. By selling shares of the rod,
the residents of Houston managed
to raise the funds required for this
venture. For five dollars, each purchaser received a “Piece of the Rod” in the
form of a numbered certificate, showing ownership of a specific centimeter.
The Rod is constructed entirely of
aluminum and is anodized bronze to
simulate graphite. The fly is attached
onto bright 5/8 floating line of hollow
plastic with tapered leader (weed eater
cord and 300 pound test tip).

Rod Specifications:
Height: 18.3 M (60 feet)
Weight: 364 kg (800lbs)
Reel Diameter: 90cm (36inches)
Skykomish Sun-rise Fly:
53 cm (21 inches)

For bear safety while camping
or enjoying outdoor activities,
please request a copy of our
“Bear Safety” brochure or visit
www.bearaware.bc.ca
Spend some time taking in all the sights at
Steelhead Park, the Visitor Information Centre
and “The Walk Through History” - on the west
side of Steelhead Park.
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DRIVING ADVENTURES

A Driving Adventure

Circle Tours
is directly ahead. After Finning, on the Morice River Road, is
where Houston’s major sawmill is located, as well as minor
sawmills in the area. Forestry is one of the main industries
in Houston. Continuing along the highway, there is a
Northwood picnic and rest area on the Bulkley River. On the
left side of the highway as you continue up the hill, you will
notice a sign for picnicking at Irrigation Lake. Besides being a
great place to swim, it also has a couple of picnic tables.

This tour starts in Houston and follows Highway 16 west
to Telkwa where you turn off the main Hwy. and start the
rest of the tour on the back roads to Granisle, situated on
beautiful Babine Lake. There are many pretty places to stop
and take pictures or enjoy a walk at one of the many rest
areas, the flowers are gorgeous when in season. Choose a
sunny day, pack a lunch to eat along the way and discover
some of the attractions on the back roads.

Creek, take note of a replanted forest.
You will pass many lakes such as;
Chapman Lake, which has a forestry
campsite on it.

You have almost reached the village of Telkwa, where the
two rivers meet (the Bulkley and Telkwa River). In Telkwa,
turn right onto Telkwa High Road. You can also find the
Tyhee Lake Provincial Park when you turn off approximately
1km, if you wish to continue this tour, continue on the
Telkwa High Road. Turn right onto Babine Lake Road to
continue your trip to Granisle. Take in the grand view of
Tyhee Lake set against the spectacular Telkwa Range. The first

SUNSET LAKE - JOCELYN BELL

Driving along the Highway 16, the Telkwa Mountain Range

SWEENEY LAKE - J. VAN BARNEVELD

Houston/Granisle Loop

On the top of the hill, there is another rest area with a
breathtaking view of the valley. Further up, you will notice a
road on the right called Round Lake East which will give you
a quick side trip of 5kms around a small lake. There is a hall,
kitchen shelter, picnic spot, dock and a boat launch, here you
are able to swim and fish. Back on Highway 16 again, a little
ways up, there will be another rest area on your left called
the Bulkley View Rest Area. This is another fantastic view of
the Telkwa Range and the Bulkley River. Along the Highway,
on the left there is Woodmere Nursery, here the seedlings
for our forests are grown. There is an RV park, Fort Telkwa RV
Park, on the left close to the Bulkley River.

section of this road is paved and winds
through dairy farms, you will come to
a junction of Babine Lake Road and
Burnt Cabin Road, keep right on Babine
Lake Road as you will cross Mckendrick
PAGE 8 I
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AMAZING...

On your right side you will notice a sign
“to Granisle” turn on the Granisle cutoff road. You will reach a junction; turn
right towards Granisle on the Granisle
Road. Soon the road will become
paved as you enter Granisle. Along
this route there are many things to
see and do, Lions Beach and Red Bluff
Provincial Park, give access to Babine
Lake. Continuing on to the Fulton River
Fisheries where you may see spawning
salmon. To your left, just after the
fish hatcheries you will see the small
community, Topley Landing.
Topley, a small town will be at the
junction of the Granisle Highway 118
and Highway 16, there is a restaurant,
a hotel, a store, and post office. Turn
right to return to Houston (turning left
will take you towards Burns Lake and
Prince George). You are almost back to
Houston, the end of your circle tour.

Adventure

Houston is located on two of
B.C.’s Provincial Circle Routes:

The Great Northern Circle Route:
This spectacular road odyssey
takes you through the untamed
wilderness and geological
wonders of BC’s magnificent
north.
Heritage Discovery Circle Route:
Discover the diverse culture
of BC’s Aboriginal peoples,
who have shaped the land for
centuries.
For more
information on
these routes
please visit
www.
hellobc.com/
circleroutes
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OUTDOOR ADVENTURES

Houston and Surrounding Areas

Hiking and Walking Trails
Trails East of Houston

Morice River, Buck Flats Loop

This scenic route takes you through the Nadina Forest
District and along the north side of beautiful François
Lake.

This three-and-a-half-hour scenic route will take you through
the winding path of the Morice River. Just past Finning as you
head west from Houston on Highway 16, turn left on the Morice
River Forest Service Road.

Travel 4 km west from Houston on Highway 16 then left
onto Morice River Forest Service Road.
At 27 km keep going straight onto the Morice-Owen
FSR. Watch for moose in the area and enjoy the Owen
Lake Recreation Site at 39 km. Continuing South from
Owen Lake you can choose to stop in at just before 48
km. 100m up the Tahtsa road, you can visit the Painted
Rock, a very unusual sight. Back on the mainline just
before 53 km turn left onto the Owen-East FSR. At the
end of the Owen-East you come to the junction of
Owen East and Colleymount Road you will get your
first glimpse of the beautiful and peaceful scenery of
François Lake West.
Your first stop along the Colleymount Road should be
the small community of Noralee. Take a break at one of
the fishing resorts along the lakefront and a “must see”
is the Joan’s Chapel located at Noralee – check out the
local legend behind the name of the church! There are
many sites to see along Colleymount Road including
Clemretta Ranch and the Colleymount area (the oldest
area in the Bulkley Valley/Lakes District). Continue along
the shore of François Lake to the François Lake Ferry
Landing, turn left onto Highway 35 to the community
of Burns Lake then turn left onto Highway 16 to travel
back to Houston to complete your circle tour.

At 17 km, stop for a picnic or do a little fishing at the Aspen
Recreation Site. At 28 km, turn left onto the Carrier Forest
Service Road. It’s here that you’ll have the best view of Morice
Mountain. At 6.5 km on the Carrier you can choose two options.
You can turn left and continue on the carrier for a shorter trip.
Or you can turn right onto the Parrott Main for a longer trip.
If you go left. Continue on the Carrier until you get to Buck Flats
Rd. Turn left onto Buck Flats to head back to town. At roughly
the 4.5 km board, the Morice Mountain Ski Trails are o your left.
Travel down the Buck Flats Road to Highway 16, turn right and
you’ll be back in Houston.
At 6.5 km on the Carrier if you choose to go right, you will turn
onto the Parrott Main FSR. Continue along the Parrot Main,
Valley Credit Union
at 16.5 km keep left. At 29 km you can choose toBulkley
turn right
EPS Logos to be supplied to Newspapers
and go another 4 km to the Parrott Lake Rec Site. At 29 km
you can choose to turn left onto the Parrott Trail Pantone
road tocolours:
head
Pantone 287
Pantone 356
back towards town. At the end of the Parrott Trail road you
Pantone
139
can choose to turn right to go another 3.5 km to the Buck Falls
hiking trail. At the end of the Parrott Trail road you can choose
to turn left onto the Buck Flats to head back to town.
Travel down the Buck Flats Road to Highway 16, turn right and
you’ll be back in Houston.
Black/Grey Logo file

Bulkley Valley
CREDIT UNION

SUPPORTING OURBulkley
TOWN'S Valley
INSURANCE SERVICES
SMALL LOCAL BUSINESSES
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Bulkley Valley

NOTE: Park at the junction of the North Road and Perow
FSR and then walk back down Perow FSR about
100metres and the trail head will be on your left and
tagged with orange tape.

Distance From Town: 28.9 km
Distance From Highway 16: 8.6 km
Trail Length: 200m, Round Trip: 10 min
Difficulty: Easy, Cellphone Coverage: YES

CHINA KNOWS MOUNTAIN

Other Information: Snowshoeing (winter months),
one way trail
Byman Falls is a series of falls with spectacular views and
great photography opportunities. The falls cascade off
smooth rocks with large punch-bowl pools at the bottom.
This is an all season destination as the Perow FSR is
maintained in the winter, so get your snowshoes out!
The pools also offer some much needed wading on a hot
summer day. The rock walls and pool bottoms have been
shaped over time and are smooth with embedded bits of
quartz in places.
This is a nice short hike to take the kids on
for a picnic. Use caution in areas above the
falls as the rocks are slippery and very steep.

Distance From Town: 27.5 km
Distance From Highway 16: 9 km
Trail Length: Main Trail: 2.9 km, Chute: 1.2 km
Round Trip: 3.5-4 Hours
Difficulty: Main Trail: Moderate, Chute: Advanced
Cellphone Coverage: Partial
Other information: Geocaching sites found in location, Rock
Climbing, Snowshoeing. One way trail.
This is a stunning summit reached by an easy trail. China
Knows is a remnant of a massive lava flow, rising gently from
a forested south end to a shocking and exciting 400m cliff at
its north end.

July 2007

DIRECTIONS:
• Travel East of town along Highway 16
Blue
for 20 km until you get to the Perow
Green
Loop Rd on your left.
Harvest
• Turn left and travel for 300m up the
loop and turn left on the Jarmin Rd.
• Travel up Jarmin Rd. which turns into
Perow FSR (at the cattle guard) to 6 km
mark, the trail head is on your right near
File
the junctionColour
with Logo
the North
Road.

Bulkley Valley
CREDIT UNION
HOUSTON
2365 Copeland Ave.
Houston
Ph: 250-845-7117
infohous@bvcu.com

BURNS LAKE
Hwy. 16 Lakeview Mall
Burns Lake
Ph: 250-692-7761
infolakes@bvcu.com

SMITHERS
3894 1st Ave., Smithers
Ph: 250-847-3255
TF: 1-877-847-2828
infosmi@bvcu.com

HAZELTONS
4646 10th Avenue
New Hazelton
Ph: 250-842-2255
infohaz@bvcu.com

Bulkley Valley

INSURANCE SERVICES

www.bvcu.com
www.houstonchamber.ca

Bulkley Valley

CHINA KNOWS - SUE JONES

François Lake Loop

BYMAN (PEROW) FALLS

Welcome to Houston...
For 75 years, Bulkley Valley Credit Union has been building a full service
cooperative financial institution that members from Burns Lake to the
Hazeltons’ have grown to rely on. People-helping-people is how we
began and we strive to remain people-oriented, not only with our financial
services, wealth management and general insurance services but also
through direct involvement with our communities. We try to work with
the latest technology to ensure our members can access their financial information anywhere and at
any time. We have 24 hour drive up ATMs that are a part of the surcharge free THE EXCHANGE®
network, which is currently one of the largest network of ATMs in Canada.

Come see us today to experience the Credit Union difference.
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DIRECTIONS:
• Drive East of town on Highway 16

AIKEN FALLS - KELLY FAVRON

The trailhead is about 45 minutes from
Houston, and the three-km hike up
takes about an hour and a half, only
climbing 160m in elevation.
Sometimes the name is spelled “China
Nose,” but in other places as “China
Knows.” The BC Geographical Names
Database recognizes both, with the
latter explained by the enigmatic story
that “the China[man] knows” where
the gold is up there. For my money,
though, the most descriptive name
is the Wet’suwet’en: Tse Zhul, or “rock
neck.” Its summit is at 1420m elevation,
just at treeline for this area.

Distance From Town: 36.7 km
Trail Length: 68m (214m access)
Round Trip: 30 min
Difficulty: Easy
Cellphone Coverage: Partial

•
•
•
•
•

for 8.6 km until you reach McKilligan
Road on your right.
Travel 3 km and follow the signs to
the Knockholt Landfill.
Drive past the landfill, the road now
turns into the Heading Creek FSR,
the km signs start from here.
Travel for 12.5 km and turn left onto
the Heading East FSR.
The Chute Route is on your left at
approx 13.2 km.
The Main Trail is located on your
left at approx 16 km.

AITKEN FALLS

PEROW FALLS - J. VAN BARNEVELD

Distance From Town: 14.4 km
Distance From Hwy.16: 3.75 km
Trail Length: 1.1 km
Round Trip: 1-1.5 Hours
Difficulty: Easy-Moderate
Cellphone Coverage: YES
Other Information: Geocaching sites
found in area, snowshoeing, one
way trail.
The Aitken Creek Falls and Canyon
has been an un-official hiking trail for
years. Its close distance from Houston
(14.4 km from the tourist info booth)
and the spectacular view of the

Canyon and falls make this a must- do
hike. The trail starts on an old landing
and traverses down an old grow- in
road until you get to the fence line.
The trail follows the fence line right
to the edge of the canyon. Take
caution to not get too close to the
edge. A side trail about 50m before
the canyon viewpoint takes off and
traverses down a steep section of the
trail (150m) that switchbacks down
to the base of the second of the two
falls.
DIRECTIONS:
• Head East of Houston along
Highway 16 for 8.6 km.
• Turn right onto the McKilligan
Road and then turn left onto the
Aiken Rd. Travel 3 km until you pass
the landfill site.
• The road now becomes the
Heading Creek FSR.
• Follow the Heading Creek FSR for
2.75 km until a small road takes off
to the left (if you pass 3 km you’ve
gone too far).
• The trail head is located at the
junction of these two roads and is
on the left in an old landing.

Vanderhoof and Districts Co-operative Association
BULK PETROLEUM & CARDLOCKS

15 Cardlock Locations: Fort St. James to Quesnel, Terrace to Valemount, Fuel Tank Sales & Rentals
Bulk Fuel Deliveries: Vanderhoof Toll Free: 1.888.545.2667 • Houston 1.800.848.6347
Terrace: 250.635.9595 • Prince George: 1.866.309.2667 • Quesnel: 1.888.992.2667
VANDERHOOF LOCATIONS
QUESNEL AGRO/C-STORE 250.992.7274
Open 7am to 6pm Mon-Sat (closed Sundays), Easy RV in/out
C-Store, Gas Bar, Propane, Lube Oils & Marine Fuel: 250.567.4486
C-Store: Hot & Cold Sandwiches, Snack, Candy, Pop, Drinks, Milkshakes & more
Food Store: Produce, Fresh Meat, Deli, In-Store Bakery
Agro &Feed: Bagged Feed, Mini-bulk bags, Pet Food, Animal Health
& Housewares: 250.567.4406
Products, Livestock Handling Equipment
Home Centre: Hardware, Flooring, Appliances, Building Materials,
Hardware: Gardening and Seasonal Supplies, Farm Hardware,
Power and Hand Tools, Pumps and Fencing Supplies
Feed, Seed, Fertilizer: 250.567.4464

HEAD OFFICE - VANDERHOOF & DISTRICTS • TOLL FREE 1.877.567.4414 • WE EXPEDITE & DELIVER
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Other information: One way Trail,
accessible for snowshoeing in the
winter season. Geocaching available
at site.
WARNING: Rocks along the trail and
creek may be slippery when wet.
Caution should be used when traveling
close to the creek.
The trail to Findlay Falls is a short and
easy trail. The trail takes you to the
top of the waterfall and offers a great
view of the creek as it goes through the
canyon. The waterfall is most impressive
in the spring and early summer. There
are no signs at the trailhead.
To access the trail: Park your vehicle off
the road on the Granisle side of the
Bridge. Walk back across to the Topley
side of the bridge. Once across the
bridge head to the cleared area on the
right. After 214m the short trail will
take off into the bush. You will be able
to hear the falls. Please do not leave
trash at the site.
DIRECTIONS:
• From the Houston Visitor Centre
turn east onto Highway 16.
• Head east of Houston on Highway
16 for 30 km.
• At Topley turn left onto the Granisle
Highway 118.
• After approx. 6.7 km you will come
to the first bridge on the highway.
• After crossing the bridge turn
immediately left into the large
gravelled area.
• Park your vehicle off the road on the
Granisle side of the Bridge.
• Walk back across the bridge.
USE EXTREME CAUTION AND WATCH
FOR TRAFFIC
• Once across the bridge head to the
cleared area on the right.
• After 214m the short trail will take
off into the bush.
www.houstonchamber.ca

Central Trails in Houston
NORTH TRAILS
Distance From Town: Within Town limits
Trail Length: West side of Buck Creek 2.6
km, East side of Buck Creek 4.5 km
Round Trip: West Side 1-1.5 Hours
East side 2-2.5 Hours
Difficulty: Easy
Cellphone Coverage: YES
Other Information: Houston & District
Chamber of Commerce offers a trail
map of the area, there are one way
trails and loop trails available in this
area, snowshoeing, and picnicking.
Houston has many trail experiences
within town limits. The North Side
Park Trails travel along Buck Creek
and Bulkley River. Only a few older
signs exist on these trails, but they are
heavily used and easy to follow.
The area around the trails is primarily
Black Cottonwood flood ecosystem.
These ecosystems are rare in the
southern areas of the province due to
their conversion to farm land. Black
Cottonwoods thrive on wet sites
where it can form large stands and can
grow where other trees cannot. Black
Cottonwoods also provide habitat for a
variety of birds.
Several small beaches are located
along the trails. Depending on the year
these beaches can have large sandbars
to enjoy on a hot summer day. During
July and August the water levels can be

quite low and be very warm for some
swimming.
DIRECTIONS:
• Within central of town, start at the
Houston Visitor Centre located in the
Steelhead Park just off Highway 16.
• The trail head is located just a short
walk behind the Museum Society’s
Walk through History crossing the
railroad tracks on the left side of
Benson Avenue.
• The trail is marked with a small sign
picturing a hiker.

DUCK POND TRAILS
Distance From Town: Within Town limits
Trail Length: 1- 1.5 km
Round Trip: 30 minutes to 1 Hour
Difficulty: Easy
Cellphone Coverage: YES
Other Information: Houston & District
Chamber of Commerce offers a trail
map of the area, loop trail, and viewing
platform.
The Duck Pond trails are great for
all ages, and is well suited for young
families with strollers. The observation
platform is a good area to view and
feed ducks. Please don’t feed the ducks
bread. Bread and similar products such
as crackers, chips, donuts and popcorn
are a great source of carbohydrates
but they offer little other nutritional
value for ducks, waterfowl and other

DUCK POND

FINDLAY FALLS

HIKING AND WALKING TRAILS
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Trails South East of Houston

HIKING AND WALKING TRAILS

These trails are a bit rustic, but are
suitable for walking the dog, biking,
trail running, or just a nice walk. The
fall colours in this deciduous forest
are stunning and birds can be heard
throughout. No signs are currently up,
but this forested area is separated from
Four Seasons Park by a chain link fence
North/south along the eastern most
trail.
DIRECTIONS:
• From the Houston Visitor’s Centre
travel west on Highway 16 to the
intersection with the traffic light and
turn left on to Tweedie Ave.
• Continue to travel straight onto
Mountainview Drive continuing up
the hill.
• From here there are two different
routes to the trails to access the
High school trails from the Houston
Secondary trails – turn right at
Walker Road drive to end of the
road which brings you to the
school, from here you can start your
walk via towards the duck pond or

to the fields.
• To access the trails from Four
Seasons Park- continue on
Mountainview Drive to the next
right which is the entrance to the
park, continue down the park road
passed the rodeo grounds to the
baseball fields.

BUCK CREEK DIKE
WALKING TRAIL
Distance From Town: Within Town limits
Trail Length: 1- 1.5 km
Round Trip: 30 minutes to 1 Hour
Difficulty: Easy
Cellphone Coverage: YES
Buck Creek Dike is located along
Buck Creek behind the Houston
Mall. Visitors can access the trail
via Steelhead Park starting at the
Houston Visitor Centre touring
through the Houston Museum
Society’s “Walk through History”
exiting at Highway 16 just before the
bridge then crossing Highway 16
to the beginning of the Buck Creek
Dike Trail. The trail follows the creek
and includes beautiful scenery and
opportunities to view wildlife.
Along the walk you will find
benches that allow you to
relax and enjoy the scenery.
The trail can become a circle
route with the trail leading
just behind the St. Anthony’s
Catholic Church which displays
an information board about
the salmon species that inhabit
Buck Creek. The Circle trail
then follows River Bank Drive
by turning left and continues
on Butler Avenue which leads
to Highway 16. Crossing the
highway continue your walk
through Steelhead Park via
entrance just behind the
Elements Restaurant.
BUCK CREEK DIKE

DIRECTIONS:
• Within central of town, start at the
Houston Visitor Centre located in the
Steelhead Park just off Highway 16
to pick up a map of the duck pond
area.
• From the Houston & District
Chamber of Commerce building
turn right on to Highway 16. Turn
left at the traffic lights on to
Mountain View Drive.
• Continue on Mountain View Drive
and turn right at the pedestrian
crossing onto Hagman Crescent.
There are several different entrances
to the site which are posted with
signs of the Duck Pond. Two
access points are on the left side
of Hagman Crescent.
(Map available at the Houston &
District Chamber of Commerce.)

HIGH SCHOOL/FOUR
SEASONS AREA TRAILS
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This trail and circle route will
take an hour or a little more
depending on your pace as
you take in the views.
www.houstonchamber.ca

HOUSTON PALISADES

for pets or small children.

Distance From Town: 15.5 km
Distance from Highway 16: 15.5 km
Trail Length: 1.9 km
Round Trip: 1- 1.5 Hours
Difficulty: Moderate
Cellphone Coverage: YES
Other Information: There are 2
Geo caching sites in this area, and
snowshoeing.

DIRECTIONS:
• Starting from the Houston Visitor
Centre head east of Houston on
Highway 16.
• Turn right on Butler Ave. Drive
until you reach Omineca Way,
turn right.
• Turn left at the Equity Mine Road
for approximately 9.5 km.
• Turn right onto the Dungate FSR
and keep left once you hit another
junction. (The condition of this road
may be rough and not suitable for
small vehicles.)
• Drive approximately 6 km up a
large hill and you will see the trail
head on your right.

The Houston Palisades are a set of
cliffs in the South East that are visible
from town. This short trail provides
a great place to take in spectacular
views of the Morice-Bulkley Valley,
Morice Mountain and the Telkwa
Range. Due to the nature of the
palisade edge, this trail is not suitable

HOUSTON PALISADES

birds. In fact, bread is the equivalent to
junk food for the birds, and too much
bread can lead to excessive weight
and malnutrition as well as many other
problems. Try frozen peas (defrosted),
cracked corn, barley or bird seed from
your local feed store.

DUNGATE FALLS AND
EQUITY ICE FALLS
Distance From Town: 17 km
Equity Ice Falls: 717m
Dungate Falls: 108m
Round Trip (Ice Falls): 1 Hour
Difficulty: Easy-Moderate
Cellphone Coverage: Partial
Other Information: The Dungate
meadows are also in this area with
Klo Creek running through. A great
snowshoeing area in the winter
season. There is a cabin located
on the Equity Mine Rd. side of the
meadows.
DUNGATE FALLS: A short and
easy trail that is good for the whole
family. The Dungate Falls are located
right next to the Equity Mine Road
and makes for a nice spot to stop at
when out for a drive. The waterfall
is best viewed in spring when melt
waters are at their peak. The waterfall
dwindles in size toward the later part
of the year.
EQUITY FALLS: The Equity Ice
falls are not much to look at in the
summer. Just a trickle of water.
However this small stream of water
freezes over in the winter and also
continues to flow. The end result is a
spectacular set of ice formations.
A rough snowshoe trail is ribboned
with orange ribbon and will lead you
to the falls.
In summer there are some features
along the rock ledge that are
interesting to look at such as Goat
trails and sleeping caves.

CALDERWOOD REALTY
If you are new to Houston, or interested in buying or selling...
Call me today! Dan Hansma 250-845-8234
I also offer Free Home Market Evaluations and information on the current real estate market.

Dan Hansma, Houston, BC • Phone 250-845-8234 • Fax: 250-845-0070 • email: dan.hansma@gmail.com
www.calderwoodrealty.com
www.houstonchamber.ca
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Distance From Town: 10 km
Distance From Highway 16: 8 km
Trail Length: Various Trails and
distances please pick up a map at the
Houston Visitor Centre or check out
the ski clubs web site at:
www.xcskimoricemtn.com
Round Trip: 45 min - 3 Hours
Difficulty: Easy to moderate
Cellphone Coverage: Partial coverage
Other information: snowshoeing,
picnicking, and, canoeing. Trails are
both one way and loop trails, map is
available at Houston Visitor Centre.

MORICE KLINGER TRAILS - KELLY FAVRON

The Morice Mountain Nordic cross
country ski trails cover about
4000ha of rolling and treed terrain
surrounding Silverthorne Lake.
There are 30 kms of trails that can be
used for summer hiking, horseback
riding or bike riding. There is a
small shelter, picnic tables and fire
pits at Silverthorne Lake which is
approximately 1.5 km from the
parking lot, and a 2 km loop trail that
goes around the lake.

PAGE 16 I
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DIRECTIONS:
• Head west of Houston on Highway
16 approximately 2.3 km and turn
left onto Buck Flats Road.
• Travel 7.5 km down Buck Flats Road
until you reach the Morice
Mountain Nordic Ski lodge on your
right. Turn right at the Morice
Mountain Nordic Ski Trails. This is
the start of the community Trails.
• To go to Silverthorne Lake Loop
continue past the cabin on the
mainline road for 1.1 km towards
the Silverthorne Lake Rec. Site.
Turn right and cross the bridge.

OLD PINES NATURE TRAIL
Distance From Town: 10 km
Distance From Highway 16: 8 km
Trail Length: 1.9 km
Round Trip: 45 min - 1.5 Hours
Difficulty: Easy
Cellphone Coverage: partial coverage
Other Information: Snowshoeing,
canoeing, viewing platforms, and
boardwalk. This is a loop trail.
Geo caching site at the trail.
The Old Pines Nature Trail is located
within Morice Mountain Nordic Ski
area. Fixed up in 2009, the trail starts in
an old sawmill landing and heads north
up a recent skid trail. The trail winds
around mature second growth logging
plantation before coming out onto the
wetland surrounding Beaver Pelt Lake.
Wooden boardwalks provide a good
glimpse of a Beaver Lodge and Dam
as well as some of the wetland’s tiny
carnivorous plants, the Sundew.
DIRECTIONS:
• Head west of Houston on Highway
16 for 2.3 km and turn left onto Buck
Flats Road.
• Travel 7.5 km until you reach the
Morice Mountain Nordic Ski lodge
on your right.
• Turn Right and continue down the
Ski Club site mainline road for 1.1 km
towards the Silverthorne Lake Rec Site.
• Turn right and cross the bridge.
• Keep driving for 1.6 km until you
reach the landing with the trail head
sign.
www.houstonchamber.ca

BUCK FALLS
Distance From Town: 30 km
Distance From Highway 16: 28 km
Trail Length: 250m
Round Trip: 15 min
Difficulty: Easy
Cellphone Coverage: NO
Other Information: It is a one way trail
that features a Geo caching site.
Buck Falls offers a nice drive and a
quick and easy site to go see. The drive
takes you past the Morice Mountain
Nordic Ski Trails, it offers great views
of the Houston Palisades and Morice
Mountain, it then goes on through the
community of Buck Flats and onward
into the old Swiss Fire of 1983.
Buck Falls is a series of three waterfalls.
The water levels changes dramatically
over the course of a year, offering a very
different site to witness in the spring
versus the autumn.
During low water, you can see the
potholes being formed near the
bottom after the third falls. Sand, gravel
and cobbles get trapped in the holes,
and during high water, will be cycloned
around and around slowly eroding the
hole and making it larger. Some of the
holes even have managed to connect
to each other at their base.
DIRECTIONS:
• Head West of Houston on Highway
16 for 2.3 km and turn left onto Buck
Flats Road.
• Continue down Buck Flats Road
approximately 26 km and will cross
the Buck Creek Bridge #2 turn left
and continue driving.
• When you reach the junction with
the Klo Creek FSR and Parrott Trail
FSR, approximately 26 km, turn left
onto the Klo Creek FSR.
• Travel 2.2 km then turn left onto the
Klo Creek Road.
• 1.5 km down the Klo Creek Road,
you will reach a bridge, park on the
far side of the bridge in the pullout
and you will see the trail head on
downstream side near the bridge.
www.houstonchamber.ca

MORICE-KLINGER
TRAILS
Distance From Town: 7 km
Trail Lengths: 3 to 11 km
Round Trip: 1 Hour plus +
Difficulty: Easy
Cellphone Coverage: YES
Other Information: WARNING: Please
ensure the cattle gate is closed securely!
These new trails are located very close
to town and offer many different
experiences. The trails are relatively flat
but have several vistas and view points.
The River Banks trail offers great access
for fisherman that are interested in the
Morice River. These trails are great for
families or those who want to recreate
close to town.
The trails can be used for many activities
such as hiking, trail running and fishing
access in the summer plus snowshoeing
and cross country skiing in the winter.
There are three trails that offer very
different experiences.
BIRCH RIDGE TRAIL:
This trail initially starts in a cut block.
The block is quickly re growing and the
trees are currently around 1.5m tall.

The trail winds along a before entering
a few ridges that have many groves of
paper birch. The tail end of the trail is
through a young Spruce forest that was
selectively logged many decades ago.
SPRUCE GROVE TRAIL:
This trails heads up the middle of the
area. It goes through some mixed
spruce and aspen stands. Part of this
trails was selectively logged and many
of the mossy stumps can still be seen.
RIVER BANKS TRAIL:
This trail follows along the banks of the
Morice River. It offers great views of the
river and a few spots to have a picnic.
Towards the back end of the trail you
enter in a vast Cottonwood forest.
The area around the trails is primarily
Black Cottonwood flood ecosystem.
These ecosystems are rare in the
southern areas of the province due to
their conversion to farm land. Black
Cottonwoods thrive on wet sites where
it can form large stands and can grow
where other trees cannot. Generally
they can reach 40m in height, but have
been documented as tall as 60m. Black
Cottonwoods also provide habitat for a
variety of birds.

BUCK CREEK FALLS - J. VAN BARNEVELD

MORICE MOUNTAIN
NORDIC SKI TRAILS

DIRECTIONS:
• Starting from the Houston Visitor
Centre travel east of Houston on
Highway 16.
• Turn right on Butler Ave. continue
to drive until you reach Omineca
Way and turn right.
• Turn left on to the Equity Mine
Road continue heading up Equity
Mine Road approx 14.5 km.
• If you reach the Husky FSR, you’ve
gone too far.

Trails West of Houston
via Morice River FSR

Trails South West of Houston

HIKING AND WALKING TRAILS
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KLINGER LAKE TRAIL
Distance From Town: 14.3 km
Distance From Highway 16: 11.3 km
Trail Length: 200m to Lake
1.2 km Trail Loop
Round Trip: 20 min
Difficulty: Easy
Cellphone Coverage: YES
Other Information: Loop trail, available
snowshoeing, picnic tables, fishing
(non motorized), canoeing and camp
site.
Klinger Lake is a lake located just 14
km from Houston. It is a popular place
for fishing all year round and attracts
many people during the winter.
The trail follows along the outside of
a log fence. The fenced area is crown
land that is being leased for a grazing
permit.
During summer months the wide trail
allows for canoes and other small boats
to be carried down to the lake. The
walking loop trail is a nice and easy
stroll that follows the lake shore and
winds through a vibrant Aspen Forest.

The lake is non-motorized but
electric motors can be used.
DIRECTIONS:
• Head west of Houston on
Highway 16 for
approximately 3 km and
turn onto the Morice River
Road.
• At 4 km on the Morice 		
River Road turn right onto
the Bymac FSR. Travel 1.5
km on Bymac FSR and turn
left to cross over the
Morice River on the
Walcott bridge.
• You are now on the Walcott
FSR.
• Drive 4.7 km; you will see
the trail head on your right.
There is a small pullout
and a trail sign.

STORY LOOKOUT
TRAIL
Distance From Town: 14.5 km
Distance From Highway 16: 11.5 km
Trail Length: 3.9 km
Round Trip: 3.5 - 4.5 Hours
Difficulty: Moderate
Cellphone Coverage: YES
Other Information: One way trail, there
is room for tenting at the site.
The trail works its way up through old
growth forest, along the shores of a
sub-alpine lake, across a talus slope
and eventually you come out at the old
fire lookout itself. Just minutes from
town, the trail makes for a good day
hike and provides amazing views of the

OWEN LOOKOUT TRAIL

KLINGER LAKE TRAIL - SUE JONES

DIRECTIONS:
• From the Tourism Info-Centre, head
west of town along Highway 16.
• After 4.1 km turn left onto the
Morice River Road.
• Drive past the mill and at the 4 km
board turn right onto By-Mac Road.
• Head down the hill and after 1.1 km
turn left onto the bridge crossing the
Morice River.
• Just after the bridge, there is a pull
out and the trail head signs.

MOUNT NEY - J. VAN BARNEVELD

Highway 16 about 3 km.
• Turn left onto the Morice River FSR
• Continue to Travel the Morice River
Road Drive th for approximately 8
km, then turn left onto the Peacock
West FSR (Note: The road sign is
missing).
• Drive up the West Peacock for
approximately 6.5 km, the trail head
is located on the right side of the road.

HIKING AND WALKING TRAILS

coastal mountains on a good day.
THANK YOU - The New Story Lookout
Trail was bucked out and built with
help from the Nadina Mountain Fire
Crew in 2011. Houston will always
remember the good volunteer work
you continue to do for our community.
LOOKOUT INFORMATION: The lookout
has not yet been renovated. Overnight
stay is NOT recommended yet. Once
the planned renovations take place, it
will be available for overnight camping.

Distance From Town: 30 km
Trail Length: 2 km
Round Trip: 2 Hours
Difficulty: Moderate
Cellphone Coverage: YES
Other information: One way trail,
there is room for tenting at the site,
snowmobiling accessible in the winter,
mountain bike friendly.
Owen Lookout was designated as
a Recreation Site in 2009. In the
summer of 2012, the Houston Hikers
Society received a grant from the
Ministry of Forests centennial fund to
spearhead the lookouts’ restoration.
The society and its volunteers worked
hard to ensure that the site was fixed
up so that it could continue to be a
destination. Some enhancements to
the site include a large wrap-around
deck that provides enough room for
tenting.

Owen Lookout provides a good
view of Morice Mountain and the
Morice River valley. The top of Nadina
Mountain can also be seen. Nearby,
the Owen Flats Rec Sites offer good
camping amenities along the banks of
the Morice River.
DIRECTIONS:
• Head south of town on the Morice
River FSR.
• At 27 km keep right and keep going
on the Morice River FSR.
• At approx 30 km turn left and drive
through the back of the sand pit.
• A road will continue and go beyond
the sand pit.
• At approx 2.5 km turn left.

DIRECTIONS:
• Starting from the Houston Visitor
Centre travel west of Houston on

OWEN LOOKOUT - ANDY MUMA

Mission Statement: To sustainably manage the Community Forest
through local input and control, for the economic, social, and
environmental benefit of the community and land base.

Dungate Community Forest Limited Partnership

P.O. Box 1481, Houston, B.C. V0J 1Z0 • email: dungatecomfor@houston.ca
www.houstonchamber.ca

Distance From Town: 46 km
Trail Length: 2.9 km
Round Trip: all day
Difficulty: Advanced
Cellphone Coverage: Partial in north
alpine
Other Information: One way trail, Rock

AMAZING...

Nature

www.houstonhikers.ca

Enjoy our beautiful area and
everything it has to offer!

Houston - Naturally Amazing 

NADINA MOUNTAIN TRAIL

The Houston Hikers Society
has developed a website
for easy access to our local
hiking, snowshoeing, skiing,
mountain climbing and
mountain biking trails. The
website includes photos,
maps, directions, and
accessibility to each trail.

Welcome to Houston...
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• Drive for approx 1 km, the trail will
be on your right.

www.houstonchamber.ca

We are devoted to promoting
Houston and surrounding
area as a hiking
destination for tourists,
as well as promoting
hiking as a form
of recreation
for locals.
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Site Includes: Picnic Tables, Shelter,
Outhouse, Tenting & RV Space

HIKING AND WALKING TRAILS
Nadina Mountain Park encompasses
an isolated granitic mountain rising up
from the rolling terrain of the Nechako
Plateau. The mountain is a unique and
dominant feature on the landscape
and is theorized to have been a refuge
during the last glaciation. Unique rock
formations include large granite pillars.
Heavy forest below gives way to an
expansive alpine tundra on the summit
plateau. The park is a popular regional
destination for hikers.
HIKING TRAIL:
There is a strenuous hiking route

up the north east slope of Nadina
Mountain. The trail leads from an old
cut block outside the Park, through
the forested slopes of the mountain
and up to alpine. The trailhead is at
867m elevation and reaches alpine
at 1686m. After reaching alpine, the
trail fades away. From this point,
hikers can pick their own route to
the summit at 2125m. Please make
careful note of the trail location so you
can find it again on your way down.
The hiking route up Nadina Mountain
is a strenuous hike and should only be
attempted by those with appropriate
fitness and hiking
experience.
There is no water available
on Nadina Mountain. Hikers
are advised to pack enough
water for their trip up and
down the mountain.
DIRECTIONS:
• From the Houston
Information Centre, head
west of town along
Highway 16.
• After 4 km turn left onto
the Morice River FSR.
• At 27 km keep driving
straight onto the
Morice-Owen FSR.
• Approx at 39 km, turn
right at the Owen Lake
Recreation Site.
• Drive across the bridge at
the campsite and keep
going towards the
mountain.
• Drive for approx. 6.1 km
until you see the trail
head sign.

ROCK CLIMBING & BOULDERING:
Owen Hat is a popular rock climbing
and bouldering destination.
DIRECTIONS:
• Head west of Houston and turn
onto the Morice River FSR.
• At 27 km keep going straight onto
the Morice-Owen FSR.
• Just Before 51 km, turn left onto the
Owen North FSR.
• Follow the Brown Arrows, for
approximately 9 km.
• The Recreation Site will be located
on the right side of the road.

NADINA FALLS

NADINA FALLS

climbing and tenting is available.

of the cliff edge, this trail is not suitable
for pets or small children. Geocaching
available. Camping and picnicking
sites available.
Owen Hat is an ancient volcanic plug

located near the Tekaiziyis Ridge south
of Houston. This site offers a nice place
to spend the afternoon to have a
picnic or hike up the trail to the vertigo
inducing cliff face.

Other Information: WARNING: Due to
the nearby spawning channels, use
extreme caution in the area around
salmon season. Watch out for bears.
Geocaching on site.
The trail to Nadina Falls winds through
the forest and takes you up and over a
couple of ridges. At the end of this trail,
there is a rocky outcrop that offers a
great view of the river and falls.
As of 2015 there is are no signs at the
trailhead, but the trail is well defined

IRRIGATION (DUNALTER)
LAKE WALKING TRAILS

Distance From Town: 60 km
Trail Length: 1.9 km
Round Trip: 30 - 45 Minutes
Difficulty: Moderate
Cellphone Coverage: Partial
coverage (on top)
Other Information:
WARNING: Due to the nature

NANIKA MOUNTAIN - J. VAN BARNEVELD

OWEN HAT - J. VAN BARNEVELD

Houston - Naturally Amazing 

Distance From Town: 92 km
Trail Length: 485m
Round Trip: 1 hour
Difficulty: Easy
Cellphone Coverage: NO

There’s a lot to do nearby:
• The Dina Lookout trail is only 3.8 km
down the road.
• For more pampered camping,
Nadina Lake lodge is only 500m
south of the trail head.
• A forestry Rec Site is located on
Nadina Lake which offers a great
place to camp and launch your boat.
• The Nadina River Spawning
Channels are definitely a sight to see!
DIRECTIONS:
• Starting from the Houston Tourist
Information building head west of
Houston on Highway 16 about 4 km.
• Make a left turn from the highway
onto the Morice River FSR.
• At 27 km keep going straight onto
the Morice-Owen FSR.
• At 56.5 km turn right onto the
Nadina Main FSR.
• At 74 km turn right onto the Hill Tout
FSR.
• At 79.5 km turn left onto the Tahtsa
FSR.
• After 500m turn right at the junction.
• Just before 23 km you can either
turn right to go to the Spawning
Channels and the Rec Site.
• If you keep left the trail head for
Nadina Falls is around 24.9 km.

Trails West of Houston

OWEN HAT TRAIL
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and marked with ribbon. Once at the
falls, there is another rough trail that
will take you to the Nadina Lake. This
trail is not well marked and fairly rough.

www.houstonchamber.ca

www.houstonchamber.ca

side of the parking lot and Trail 2 on
the left side. There are many signs
placed throughout the walking trails
which go into the forest as well as
beside the lake where one can enjoy
the view and wildlife. The park at the
entrance to these trails is a lovely place
for a picnic or a fire roast as well as
swimming.

Distance From Town: 15.5 km
Distance From Highway 16: 1.5 km
Trail Length: Trail One: 1.5 km
Round Trip: 2-3 Hours
Difficulty: Easy
Cellphone Coverage: YES
Other Information: Loop Trail,
Snowshoeing accessible in winter
season, picnic tables.
The Irrigation Lake walking trails were
built in 2003. There are 2 trails at this
site. Trail 1 is accessible on the right

DIRECTIONS:
• Starting from the Houston Visitor
Information Centre travel west of
Houston on Hwy. 16 close to 13.8 km
mark.
• Turn left from Hwy. 16 to the
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BARRETT HAT TRAIL

Other Information: Geo caching
site is on this trail, this trail is also
mountain bike, horseback riding and
snowshoeing friendly.

Distance From Town: 14.5 km
Distance From Highway 16: 1.4 km
Trail Length: 2.9 km
Round Trip: 1 - 1.5 Hours

The Barrett Hat Trail has great views
of the Telkwa Range and the MoriceBulkley Valley. It’s suitable for all ages
and is close to Houston. This is a
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BULKLEY RIVER REC SITE
Distance From Town: 30 km
Trail Length: 10 km total
Difficulty: Easy
Cellphone Coverage: YES
Located on both shores of the
Bulkley River downstream of
Houston and upstream of Telkwa
and Smithers, this newly developed
104 hectare Recreation Site
welcomes users to a habitat that
is unique. With its low elevation
spruce and cottonwood forests and
its ready access to the Bulkley River.
A small chalet, with a wood stove, is
a welcome retreat for recreationists.
In addition, 10 km of cross-country
trails are enjoyed by hikers, cyclists,
skiers, snow-shoers and horse-back
riders. Those passionate about
fishing can also be seen, casting
from the banks.
.A rustic camping area, with 11 sites
(ranging in size from one tent to
small groups) provides outhouses,
fire rings, food caches and picnic
tables. In addition, there are 2 canoe
pull-outs.
The trails, themselves, tell the
story of these lands and water:
Blowdown, Poplar, Old Mill and
Plantation describe the forests;
Peat Bog, Esker and Elk define other
www.houstonchamber.ca

natural features and Widzin’kwa,
Wet’suwet’en for glacial blue-green
waters, highlights the traditional
First Nations’ history on this site.
DIRECTIONS:
• Starting from the Houston Visitor
Centre drive west of Houston on
Highway 16 for 30 km on
Highway.
• At the 30 km mark , turn left to
the entrance of the recreation site
(you will see the sign for the Rec
Site on the left side of the
Highway).
This Recreation Site is located on
West End Road.

The back country surrounding Houston
has many expedition level hiking areas.
For more information on these trails,
please visit the Houston Hikers Website
at www.houstonhikers.ca
A note of caution when exploring the
high country many areas are frequented
with bears please be Bear Aware!
Expedition level hikes are only for the
most advanced and experienced hikers.
The routes featured as “Expedition
Level” are generally not marked in the
bush and have no posted signs. These
routes are merely suggestions of how
to get up the mountain. Advanced
navigational skills will be required.
A combination of GPS data, spatially
referenced digital maps, as well as a
compass will be necessary for the best
success. There are no amenities in the
wilderness. Never venture out into the
back country without proper gear and
emergency provisions.
Expedition Hiking Trails in the
Houston area include:

REDSLIDE MOUNTAIN
NANIKA MOUNTAIN
PIMPERNEL MOUNTAIN
HOUSTON PEAK
DENYS HILL

J. VAN BARNEVELD

Difficulty: Easy
Cellphone Coverage: YES

Expedition Level
Trails:

REDSLIDE MOUNTAIN - J. VAN BARNEVELD

BUCK FALLS - J. VAN BARNEVELD

entrance of Irrigation Lake (sign is
posted).
• Travel down Irrigation Lake Road
about 2.5 km to the entrance to of
Irrigation Lake Park.

good trail for mountain bikes, skiing,
snowshoes or that quick run in the
evening. Barrett Hat is an ideal place for
an afternoon picnic, but please be sure
to pack all garbage back out.
Once you get to the top of the hill,
you’ll see the concrete foundation for
an old fire lookout, a convenient spot to
sit and enjoy the view.
You may notice that Barrett Hat is made
up of rock that is standing vertically.
The entire hill is volcanic basalt. You are
standing on the neck of a large ancient
volcano of 60 million years ago, just
after the dinosaurs died out. All of the
massive cinder cone of the volcano has
been eroded away. 12,000 years ago,
the last of the glaciers swept away any
remnants of loose ash or lava flows,
so all that remains is the hardest part
–“the plug” which was way down deep
in the neck of the volcano.
DIRECTIONS:
• Starting from the Houston Visitor
Centre drive west of Houston on
Highway 16 for 14.5 km.
• Turn left (west) onto Barrett Hat
Road (not Barrett Stn Road) and
travel 1.4 km to the junction with
Parish Road.
• The trailhead starts at the end of
Barrett Hat Road before it curves
into Parish Road. The Trail sign is
visible from the road.
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Recreational
use in the park
includes hiking,
rock climbing,
wildlife viewing
and hunting.
The park is a
popular regional
destination for
hikers.
The name Na-dina Mountain first
appeared on the
1879 Geological
Survey of Canada
map of BC & NWT.
Nadina means
standing up
alone, referring
to the prominent,
solitary aspect of
the mountain.

OUTDOOR ADVENTURES

Houston Area

Provincial Parks
MORICE LAKE PROVINCIAL PARK

The wildlife within this area includes: grizzly bear, black
bears, mountain goats, moose, deer, and caribou. Smaller
creatures include; Hoary Marmot, wolverines, and Siberian
lemmings as well as numerous birds.The park has a gravel
boat launch at the north end of the campsite. There is a
sanctuary cabin available for public use on first-come-firstserved basis, the cabin includes
a wood stove and can sleep 4-6
people. Although there is no
formalized day-use area visitors
can utilize vacant lake shore
campsites for day use. The park has
18 campsites each includes a picnic
table and fire ring. These sites are
not reservable.

MORICE LAKE - J. VAN BARNEVELD

Morice Lake Provincial Park encompasses Morice Lake
and the area surrounding the lake. Morice Lake Provincial
Park recreation activities include canoeing, boating,
fishing, hiking, and camping. The park offers you dramatic
landscapes, with adventure at your fingertips. Morice Lake
is a beautiful setting for a canoe trip, but please use caution
because winds and waves can come up quickly, be aware
and paddle quickly to shore if the weather takes a change.
Fishing is a popular recreational activity on this lake, but
there are fishing restrictions in place in certain areas,
please check with BC Provincial Parks for current fishing

information www.env.gov.bc.ca. Morice Lake Provincial Park
is the access point to enter the Atna River Provincial Park.
There are a series of three short portage trails that connect
Atna Bay (Morice Lake) to Atna Lake and Atna River which
is a poplar canoeing route. Atna bay is also a very popular
destination with a beautiful waterfall on the Atna River.

DIRECTIONS:
• From Houston travel Highway 16
		 west 4 km
• Turn left onto the Morice River
		 FSR.
• At the 27 km mark turn right
• At 44.5 km keep right
• At 51 km keep right
• At 65 km keep right
• At 75 km keep right
• Follow the road for 7 km to arrive
		 at Morice Lake.

Gear for all year!
Phone: 250-845-0022

Email: countrywidesports@telus.net

Located just off the Highway
on Hamblin Frontage Road in Houston

We have everything you need to enjoy our great outdoors!
Fishing • Camping • Bikes • Hockey • Cross Country Skiing • Snowshoeing • Firearms
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facebook/countrywidesports

www.houstonchamber.ca

NADINA MOUNTAIN
PROVINCIAL PARK
Nadina Mountain Park encompasses
an isolated granitic mountain rising up
from the rolling terrain of the Nechako
Plateau. The mountain is a unique and
dominant feature on the landscape
and is theorized to have been a refuge
during the last glaciations. Unique
rock formations include large granite
pillars. Heavy forest below gives way
to an expansive alpine tundra on the
summit plateau. The park provides
good habitat for mountain goats.

HIKING
TRAIL: There
is a strenuous
hiking route up
the north east
slope of Nadina
Mountain. The
trail leads from an old cut block outside
the Park, through the forested slopes
of the mountain and up to alpine.
The trailhead is at 867m elevation
and reaches alpine at 1686m. After
reaching alpine, the trail fades away.
From this point, hikers can pick their
own route to the summit at 2125m.
Please make careful note of the trail
location so you can find it again on
your way down. The hiking route up
Nadina Mountain is a strenuous hike
and should only be attempted by

those with appropriate fitness and
hiking experience. There is no water
available on Nadina Mountain. Hikers
are advised to pack enough water for
their trip up and down the mountain.
ROCK CLIMBING: The Berkey-Howe
Union Spire is a free-standing granite
pillar located at the head of the large
cirque on the north-east exposure
of Nadina Mountain. Formations
like this are very rare in granite. The
spire is approximately 40m tall, and
the summit is an exposed 2 m x 2 m
platform. The Spire route is 5.9 and 25
m long, leading right to the top of this
wild needle. Bring one rope, at least 4
quickdraws and a light rack with a few
.75”-2” camming units. Belay on the
uphill side of the spire after crossing a
moderate snow slope. Climb up and
left to the west face of the spire. Follow
bolts across this face to the exposed
downslope face, then up this to the top.
Exposed but well protected. Rappel
with one rope from a 2 bolt anchor.
Text adapted from:
BC Parks Site bivouac.com
DIRECTIONS:
• Nadina Mountain Provincial Park is
located 46 km from Houston
• From the Houston Visitor Centre
travel west on Highway 16 for 4.1 km,
turn left onto the Morice River FSR
• At 27 km junction keep straight and
continue on the Morice-Owen FSR.
• Turn right at approx. 39 km at the
Owen Lake recreational campsite,
continue to drive through the
campsite, and across a bridge then
travel for approx. 6.1 km until you see
the trail head sign.

Welcome to Houston!

GALLERY
TEA

Houston

WIT
H A TWIST
A unique Bistro/café
where you can have a
wonderful lunch and
cup of tea. You can
also purchase a wide
variety of teas to take
home and enjoy.

Independently Owned and Operated

Stop by

The Moose Hut
for ice cream
& treats!

3384 9th St, Houston • Phone 250-845-2615

www.houstonchamber.ca

www.teagallerywithatwist.com

Lia Long
Real Estate Sales

250-845-1147

2436 Poulton Avenue
Houston, BC V0J 1E0
Fax: 250-845-2767
Res: 250-845-3500
Office: 250-845-7325
e-mail: remaxhou@telus.net

www.remaxhouston.ca
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DIRECTIONS:
Little Andrews Bay is located 95 km
from Houston.
• From Houston travel Highway 16
west 4 km then turn left onto the
Morice River FSR.
• Follow the Morice River FSR for 27 km.
• At the junction at 27 km keep driving
straight onto the Morice-Owen FSR.
Continue on the Morice -Owen FSR
to approximately 56 km then turn
right onto the Nadina Main FSR.
• At 81 km turn left onto the Shelford
FSR, and travel for 21 km then turn
left onto the Andrews Bay FSR
• Travel for 300m, then turn right at the
signed park entrance and drive 2 km
further to the campground.

TWEEDSMUIR
PROVINCIAL PARK
Houston is very fortunate to be
the gateway to such an impressive

SWING PEAK - J. VAN BARNEVELD

This park is located on the north shore
of Ootsa Lake and provides camping
and boat access to North Tweedsmuir
Park. There is a free standing
interpretation and information kiosk
is located near the boat launch and
wharf. It contains park information on
Andrews Bay and North Tweedsmuir, as
well as important safety messages.
The campground includes eight camp
sites, the facilities include picnic areas,
day use area, pit toilets, fire pits, a
concrete boat launch and a floating
wharf for mooring boats. Trailers can
be parked and boats moored overnight
but space is limited. The park offers
vehicle accessible camping on a firstcome-first-served basis. There are no
camping fees. The park is open until the
snow flies, then it becomes inaccessible
until the spring melt. Open May to
October.
Ootsa Lake offers many opportunities
for outdoor activities including fishing
for rainbow trout, boating, hiking,
canoeing and camping. Little Andrews
Bay is a sheltered area suitable for

smaller boats, but visitors wishing to
venture further onto Ootsa Lake should
use extreme caution. Large waves can
develop very suddenly and you don’t
want to find yourself caught out in
open water.

PAGE 26 I

Houston - Naturally Amazing 

wilderness park as Tweedsmuir
Provincial Park. Tweedsmuir
Provincial Park appeals primarily to
outdoor recreationists interested in
boating, angling, camping, hiking or
hunting in one of North America’s
most magnificent wilderness areas.
Outdoor recreation opportunities
are almost unlimited, but those who
are not prepared to be completely
self-sufficient or who do not wish to
employ a professional guide should not
contemplate a visit.
ACTIVITIES AVAILABLE AT THIS PARK
CANOEING: Eutsuk and Pondosy Lakes
are great for boating and sightseeing.
Boaters should be wary of unmarked
shoals and reefs. Canoeists should
remain near shore at all times as
westerly winds can arise quite suddenly,
especially in the afternoon. Pondosy
Lake is entered by a short, narrow
channel at high water. At low water
in August and September, it may be
necessary to line or pole boats through
this waterway.
FISHING: Quality fishing with good
populations of mountain whitefish,
rainbow trout, kokanee, and burbot is
available in the park.
HIKING: There are many trails for
hiking in this park for more information
on the hiking trails please visit the
BC Parks website: http://www.env.
gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/parkpgs/
tweeds_n/

NANIKA KIDPRICE
PROVINCIAL PARK
Nanika Kidprice Provincial Park is
renown for its world class backcountry
canoe route and Houston is very
fortunate to have this park in our back
yard. Nenikëkh / Nanika-Kidprice
Park contains a wilderness lake chain
that is a popular multi-day canoeing
destination.
The lake chain consists of four lakes,
starting from Lamprey Lake and
continuing through Anzac, Stepp
and Kidprice Lakes. Connected by
three portage trails, the lakes make
an enjoyable “out- and-back” trip. The
magnificent Nanika Falls located at the
Nanika River outflow on Kidprice Lake
are a focal point of the trip. The 30 km
return trip can be made in 3 days, but
5 to 6 days allows the opportunity to
explore the lush alpine meadows of

SPECIAL NOTES:
• Windstorms may arise very quickly
		 and become quite severe for multiple
		 days. May is usually the windiest
		 month. Strong winds can be
		 expected for about one-third of the
		 time during the boating season.
• Suitable clothing must be worn and
		 proper equipment for outdoor living
		 carried. Visitors should have
		 appropriate maps. All arrangements
		 for supplies, including gasoline for
		 boats, must be made before entering
		 the park.
• At all times, be alert for deadheads,
		 submerged trees and unmarked reefs.
www.houstonchamber.ca

PORTAGE - BC PARKS

LITTLE ANDREWS BAY
MARINE PROVINCIAL PARK

For directions to Tweedsmuir Provincial
Park, please contact the Houston &
District Chamber of Commerce at 250845-7640. Email: info@houstonchamber.
ca or check out our website at www.
houstonchamber.ca
Text adapted from: BC Parks Site

www.houstonchamber.ca

MORICE LAKE - THERESA NIVEN

PROVINCIAL PARKS

Tableland Mountain and the Sibola
Range.
DIRECTIONS:
• From Houston travel 4 km west on
Highway 16
• Turn left onto the Morice River FSR
• At 27 km mark turn right
• At 44 km keep left.
• At 51 km keep right
• This brings you to the 65 km marker
on the road.
• Turn left onto the Lamprey FSR and
continue 7 km on to Lamprey Lake
and the start of the lake chain.
• Blue directional blades are posted at
major intersections along the driving
route to the Park.
CANOE ROUTE DETAILS:
The canoe route starts on the north
shore of Lamprey Lake, where there
is a camping area and vehicle parking
site. A short paddle across Lamprey
Lake to the south shore brings you to
the first portage (1.5 km). All portages
are marked with white triangles.
This portage ascends gradually to an
undulating ridge and then drops down
to Anzac Lake. Canoe rests are located
along the trail and boardwalk through
the wet areas makes the trail easy to
travel. The next lake is Anzac Lake,
which contains an island with a good
camping site. This doglegged lake is
a great place for viewing birds and
wildlife.
A short portage trail (0.5 km) from
Anzac Lake leads to the east end of

Stepp Lake. Head winds are often
encountered upon reaching Stepp
Lake. A campsite is provided nearby at
the Anzac end of the portage trail. And
two campsites are located along the
north shore of Stepp Lake.
The west end of Stepp Lake is narrow
and you must canoe through a couple
of turns before arriving at a campsite
and the portage to Kidprice Lake. This
is the longest portage at 2.2 km, and it
travels over mostly level ground. Once
Kidprice Lake is reached there is a great
camping area at the end of the portage
with a nice beach and sunset views of
the snow-capped peaks.
Four kilometres up Kidprice Lake on

AMAZING...

Solitude

Houston has an abundance of
lakes to get away from it all.
Whether you are wanting to go
fishing or camping, you’ll find
lots of opportunities in the area.
You can find complete
solitude with a
backcountry camping
adventure or stay
closer to town.
Houston
provides
endless
possibilities!
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Nenikëkh/Nanika-Kidprice Provincial Park
To Houston

Morice
Lake
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Lamprey-Anzac Portage Trail
Climbs gradually along the edge of
an old clearcut, crosses ridge and
then drops steeply to Anzac Lake.
About 1.5 km long.
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Nanika River
The upper river has many large
drops and boulders. The upper
limit for open canoes.
Experts only.
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Avoid the mouth of the Nanika River!
Strong currents and falls
downstream.
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Stepp-Kidprice Portage Trail
During low water it may be necessary to
haul canoes through a shallow channel to
reach the southwest end of Stepp Lake.
The portage is about 2 km over gently
rolling terrain.
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Access to Nanika Lake
Nanika Lake is reached by lining your
canoe 8 km up the Nanika River. This is
an arduous journey and you will
encounter log jams and braided
channels.
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This is a wilderness canoe route that often experiences
strong southwest winds. Paddling in the early morning or
early evening helps to avoid the winds. Stay close to shore
if you do paddle in high winds.
There are no trash receptacles along the canoe route. Please
pack out all garbage. Do not put garbage in outhouses as
this may attract bears.
Bear caches are located at the campsites indicated on the
map. PLEASE NOTE: It is necessarry to bring along a
length of rope to hoist your food.

Stepp Lake

Text adapted from: BC Parks Site http://
www.env.gov.bc.ca/bcparks/explore/
parkpgs/nenikekhNanikaKidprice/
www.houstonchamber.ca
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Cultural Heritage. Nenikëkh /
Nanika-Kidprice Park is located
within the traditional territory of the
Wet’suwet’en First Nation. Known as
the ‘people of the lower drainage,’
the Wet’suwet’en have been living in
this part of the continent since time
immemorial.
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KIDPRICE LAKE- BC PARKS

Morice Lake
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Anzac-Stepp Portage Trail
Dock at the southwest end of
Anzac Lake. The portage is level
and short, about 500 m.

Strong winds are often present on
these lakes. It is advisable to paddle in
the early morning and to stay close to
shore in case the winds pick up. Winds
generally ease off again in the early
evening.
Bears live in the Park. Please use the
provided bear hangs to hang your
food. Bring a 40 ft length of rope or
throw bag for this purpose.
Do not paddle down the Nanika River
towards the falls. There are strong
currents here that could take you over
the 18m falls. Beach your canoe at the
water metering station on the West
side of the river mouth and follow the
trail down to view the falls.
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Mountain, and a short hiking trail from
Kidprice Lake to Nanika Falls on the
West side of the outlet.
Enjoy Your Stay. This is a wilderness
area. Anyone planning to paddle the
lake chain should come to the park
well prepared and with some canoeing
experience.

Nenikëkh/Nanika-Kidprice

Rive

Some campsites are equipped with
outhouses and bear hangs while
others have no facilities. The sport fish
in the lakes are rainbow, cutthroat
trout and mountain whitefish, Dolly
Varden char, and the Blue-listed bull
trout. Portage trails link all the lakes
and waterways and provide safe routes
around rapids and water falls. There
are 4.5 km of portages in total.
Hiking opportunities include
unmarked and unmaintained
routes from Stepp Lake to Tableland

e

a

the north shore, the lower Nanika
River begins and a short distance
downstream the river drops over
the Nanika Falls. Beach your boat on
the West side of the river mouth at
the water metering station. A 500m
trail leads down to the falls. Do not
approach the falls by canoe as you
may not be able to escape the strong
current. Some parties continue down
Kidprice Lake. There are beaches to
camp on, but no maintained campsites
are available.

ak
y L

nik

NANIKA FALLS - BC PARKS

Na

Lampre

Stay Safe - Have Fun
www.houstonchamber.ca

Nanika Falls

www.bcparks.ca
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World Renowned by Anglers

Morice River
Morice River is world known by
anglers for its salmon fishing. It is one
of the most popular rivers in our area
not only for fishing but for boating
and canoeing.
The Morice River is part of the Skeena
Watershed. The Morice River emerges
from the north end of Morice Lake,
and runs more than 80 km to the
confluence of the Bulkley River.
Morice Lake acts like a filter for the
river so it runs clean when other
rivers have the chocolate milk effect,
in midsummer the river is a beautiful
green and the water is clear. The
Morice River supplies over 90% of the
water in the Bulkley River which is the
largest tributary of the Skeena River.
This is why the Morice River is known
for its amazing Steelhead fishing.
The river has the largest return of
Steelhead anywhere in the world!

Steelhead fishing season on the
Morice opens at the beginning of
September and runs through the
fall. Five different salmon species are
known to inhabit this water system
including Chinook, Pink, Sockeye,
Coho, and Steelhead. The Chinook
salmon are the top producers in this
river system and are known to be
responsible for an estimated 30% of
the total Skeena escapements of the
species. The Chinook fishing season
starts from end of June and runs to
late August. Coho salmon run the
same season as the Steelhead from

The chance for dry-fly action is what
brings seasoned steelheaders to the
Morice River. The best opportunities
for floating-line fishing are usually
in September, when the water is still
warm and the fish are active. Fish will
often follow and take the fly on the
swing, after the drift is finished and the
fly is skating along the surface – the
take can be heart stopping!
While the Morice River is known for its
excellent salmon fishing, it is also home
to Trout, including Rainbow, Cutthroat,
and Dolly Varden. The Morice and
its tributaries are Classified Water,
requiring a CW license (September/
October), and a Steelhead tag
(September/October). To fish our lakes
and rivers you are required to have a
BC Freshwater license.

Fishing Information
MORICE RIVER - ROLAND OFNER

- The river opens Mid June
- Chinook – End of June to the end
of August
- Pinks – August
- Coho – End of August to October
- Steelhead – End of August to
December

The Morice River is a wild, untamed
river that is a bit off the beaten path; it
is beautiful and is a preferred location
for anglers and canoeists looking to
avoid other more crowded rivers. A
reminder to visitors using this location,
you are sharing the wilderness with
many animals that call it home
including: grizzly and black bears, do
not be surprised if you come across
bear tracks in the sand-bars along
the river. Moose, deer, and various

FISH SPECIES FOUND IN THE MORICE RIVER
COHO

SOCKEYE

CUTTHROAT
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species of smaller animals and birds
are abundant. The beauty of the
wilderness is breath-taking in every
season from the lush greenery of the
summer to the brilliant yellow display
of Aspen and Cottonwoods in the fall.

Canoeing/Kayaking
the Morice

and there is a waterfall which can
be paddled around between Telkwa
and Smithers. If you wish to go on a
shorter trip you can start at the Aspen
Recreational Site and go to By Mac Park.

Camping Information
Along the Morice River there are
several recreational sites to choose
from.

Morice River is a top notch destination
for canoe trippers with moving water
experience. To experience the full trip
start your journey at Morice Lake and
paddle into the Morice River. The trip
has Class I with some Class II waters,
please use caution on the upper
Morice River with the river changing
yearly there may be sweepers, log
jams, and rock gardens in your path.
If you choose to end at Houston, the
best pull out is By Mac Park. You can,
however, choose to continue your trip
all the way along the Bulkley River to
Smithers. There are rapids in Telkwa

BY MAC PARK
Closest to Houston is the municipal
campground By Mac Park located
on the bank of the Morice River, this
site has nine unserviced campsites,
a shelter, picnic area, out houses and
a boat launch into the Morice River.
There is a large open space for RVs
and is a very popular campground
for anglers. The site has open access
to the river for those who want to
fish from the bank or wade into the
river. The site is close to other easy
access points to Morice River with no
camping available.

Stop by and see us before
heading out on your adventure!

STEELHEAD

CHINOOK

PINK

MORICE RIVER - J. VAN BARNEVELD

late August to early September, and
will continue to migrate into the
system until November/December.
Cohos spawn and die; Steelhead
hold in over-wintering pools until
early spring, and then spawn. Many
Steelhead will return to the ocean
during the Morice’s spring freshet; the
strongest will return to spawn several
more times during their lifetimes.

OUTDOOR ADVENTURES

DOLLY VARDEN

RAINBOW

Reitsma’s Home Hardware
www.houstonchamber.ca

www.houstonchamber.ca

• Fishing tackle
• Camping gear
• RV supplies
& parts
• Fishing licences
• & much more!

Proud to be locally owned and operated

3462 - 9 Street, Houston
th

Phone: 250-845-2419
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MORICE RIVER

ASPEN RECREATION SITE

This an eight unit riverside camping
site, and picnic area with wheelchair
accessible facilities. Aspen recreation
site is well-known for the fishing
but also as an excellent destination
for canoe/kayak paddlers who have
moving water experience. The site
also contains two short trails, the
Steelhead and Morice River trails, and
the L.D. Byman hiking trail. The site is
located in a beautiful Aspen forest and
visitors can often spot mountain goats
on the cliff just east of the road.
DIRECTIONS: To get to the Aspen
recreation site starting from the
Houston Visitor Centre, head west of
Houston on Highway 16. Turn left
onto the Morice River FSR (4 km from
Houston), at 17 km you will arrive at
the entrance to Aspen recreation site
(on the right).

OWEN FLATS “A” & “B”
RECREATION SITES

Owen Flats “A” is located at the
junction of Morice River and Owen

Creek. It is an open 3 camping unit
site but best suited for day trips, no
toilet facilities provided. A boat launch
provides access to the Morice River,
and an entrance point to the Owen
Hill hiking trail. The trail has an old
fire lookout platform with spectacular
views of the Morice-Owen area.
Owen Flats “B “is a larger recreation
site set in a beautiful forest setting
with 9 scenic campsites and picnic
area. The site is located alongside
the Morice River near the junction of
Chisholm Road. The site has access to
the Morice River and is a great place
to fish, canoe, and kayak.
DIRECTIONS: To get to these sites,
drive west of Houston 4 km and turn
left to Morice River FSR. Turn right at
the junction of Morice River FSR and
Morice/Owen FSR approximately at
the 27 km mark and you have arrived
at Owen Flats “A” (Owen Flats is
close to the Owen/Morice junction).
If traveling on to Owen Flats “B”,
continue to drive the Morice River FSR
a few more km to 29.5 km.

LAMPREY CREEK
RECREATION SITE

This is a maintained forestry
recreation site and you can stay with
no charge. The site is a semi-open
three unit camping area that rests

at the junction of the Morice River
and Lamprey Creek. Try your luck
fishing or hunting while in the area, or
check out the many ATV trails which
surround the area. The creek on which
this recreational site sits is also a good
place for kayaking or canoeing. The
site has limited facilities such as tables,
fire rings and toilets.
DIRECTIONS: From the Houston Visitor
Centre travel west on Hwy 16 4 km,
turn left onto the Morice River FSR,
at 27 km turn right (follow signs for
Nanika-Kidprice Provincial Park). At 44
km the rec site will be on your right.

MORICE LAKE
PROVINCIAL PARK

This site is another popular camping
area at the head of the Morice River.
A gravel boat launch is located at
the north end of the Morice Lake
campsite. There is a sanctuary cabin
available for public use on first-come,
first-serve basis, the cabin includes a
wood stove and can sleep 4-6 people.
Although there is no formalized dayuse area, visitors can utilize vacant
lake shore campsites for day use. The
park has an 18 unit campsite, each
site includes a picnic table and fire
ring. These sites are not available to
reserve.
DIRECTIONS: From Houston travel
Highway 16 west 4 km the turn left
onto the Morice River FSR, at 27 km
mark turn right. At 44.5 km keep left,
at 51 km keep to the right, at the 65
km keep to the right. At 75 km keep
to your right and follow the road for 7
km to arrive at Morice Lake

MORICE STEELHEAD - J. VAN BARNEVELD

Blue directional blades are posted
at the major intersections along the
route to the park.
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HOW THE RIVER RECEIVED
ITS NAME:
The Morice River is named after Father
Adrien-Gabriel Morice ( 1859-1938), a
Catholic missionary who pioneered his
faith in the Bulkley Valley during the
early 1900s.
www.houstonchamber.ca

Explore

Highway 118 East of Houston
Highway 118 starts at the the junction of Highway 16 in the
community of Topley and travels up to the community of
Granisle. There are many points of interest between Topley
and Granisle to explore.

TOPLEY
Topley is located 30 km east of Houston. The community
has unlimited opportunities for fishing, boating, hiking,
horseback riding, camping, cross-country skiing and
wildlife viewing. Topely is the access point to Sunset,
Elwyn, Day and Swans lakes. Topley is a friendly
community that openly welcomes visitors throughout
the year. Most of the businesses and local activity found
in Topley is located on Hwy 16 going through town. Here
you can find a popular place to eat at the Country Grill.
There is also a small store called Grizzly Jim’s General
Store which also serves pizza, soft ice-cream cones, subs,
free coffee, fishing tackle and bait.

FINDLAY FALLS 6.7 km on Hwy.118
The trail to Findlay Falls is a short and easy trail. The
trail takes you to the top of the waterfall and offers a
great view of the creek as it goes through the canyon.
The waterfall is most impressive in the spring and early
summer. There are no signs at the trailhead. There are
geocaches at this site as well. The trail length is 68m
about 30 minutes round trip. The difficulty rate of the
trail is easy and there is partial cell phone coverage in
the area.
TO ACCESS THE TRAIL:
• Stop at the first bridge on the Highway
• Park your vehicle off the road on the Granisle side of
the Bridge.
• Walk back across to the Topley side of the bridge.

LEE’S
GARDEN

BABINE LAKE - HCC

DIRECTIONS: By Mac Park is west of
Houston, from Highway 16 turn left
onto the Morice River FSR travel to the
4 km mark, turn right, follow the road
1 km. You will see signs for the By Mac
Park entrance.

SCENIC DRIVES

Stop by for a specialty coffee,
light lunch or a sweet treat!!

AUTHENTIC CHINESE FOOD
& WESTERN CUISINE

Luncheon & Daily Specials • Licensed Premises

Featuring Smorgasbord
Every Friday & Saturday

Located in Pleasant Valley Plaza,
2350 Butler Ave., Houston, BC

Phone: 250-845-3400

Welcome to Houston... stop by and dine in or take out!
www.houstonchamber.ca

Brewstir’s Café
121 - 3429 10TH AVE, HOUSTON • Phone: 250-845-2022
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permanent residents. There is also a
settlement at nearby Old Fort, a truly
historic and rustic spot. An easy hike
upstream takes you to Millionaires
Pool, below the beautiful Fulton Falls.

Turn off on Hwy.118 at 28 km
The lake is small in size and consists
of a few bays. The lake is great for
canoeing and due to its small size,
makes for a great secluded get-away.
Resident Rainbow Trout are known to
be in the lake. The Paul Lake forestry
Rec site consists of 6 campsites with
outhouses, tables and a boat launch.
DIRECTIONS: Please visit page 45.

TOPLEY LANDING
Topley Landing is an unincorporated community at the outlet of the
Fulton River on the western shore
of Babine Lake. Topley Landing is
located just off Highway 118 and
the community has 83 homes, with
a few full-time residents, most of the
homes being seasonal dwellings for
the large influx of tourists visiting in
the summer months. The Sockeye
fishery attracts many campers and
boaters to the area. The community
is located on Babine Lake offering
great campsites and lodges nearby.

BABINE LODGE
The lodge is located in Topley
Landing and is right on the lakeshore
of Babine Lake. Babine Lodge is
peaceful, relaxing and cozy, the
owners invite you to enjoy the
spectacular lake views. The resort
features several cabins for rent as
well as RV sites. Guest can enjoy a
home cooked meal at the Babine
Lodge Café and it also provides a pub
on site overlooking Babine Lake.

BABINE LAKE
The largest natural freshwater lake
in BC at 177 km from tip to tip, is
home to several Provincial Park
campgrounds, private resorts and
camp grounds. This lake has so much
to offer, it would take you days to
explore its treasures. It is renowned
for its serene beauty and abundance
of fish and wildlife. Rainbow trout
and Char inhabit the lake making it
an angler’s paradise. Up to 70% of the
salmon from the Skeena River system
originate in Babine Lake, and the
spawning channels
at its tributary,
the Fulton River.
Cutthroat and Char
are also abundant
in Babine Lake.

on Hwy 118 just after Topley Landing.
Fulton River has the world’s largest
Sockeye salmon run, from mid August
to late September hundreds of thousands of spawning Sockeye salmon fill
the river and spawning channels. A
spectacular event to watch!
A fish counting fence improves
viewing opportunities and
interpretive signs can be found along
the riverbank. Keep an eye out for
Osprey, Bald Eagles and Black Bears
attracted by the salmon carcasses.
Visitors are also welcome at the Fulton
River Hatchery, one of the largest of
their type in the world, holding up to
180,000 adult sockeye salmon. The
best viewing is during the summer, in
late August and mid September.

TACHET LANDING
The Fulton River flows into Babine
Lake south of Granisle, just north of
the Lake Babine Nation community of
Tachet Landing. The modern village
of Tachet Landing has a satellite
band office and approximately 130

RED BLUFF
PROVINCIAL PARK

approx. 44 km on Hwy 118
On Babine Lake near the community
of Granisle, this popular park is
named for the iron stained cliffs that
plunge almost straight into the lake.
Park visitors can swim, sunbathe, or
angle for a rainbow trout. Boaters like
to explore the extensive shoreline of
Babine Lake.
Scenic walking trails provide excellent
lake views and the opportunity to
observe wildlife. Red Bluff Provincial
Park offers 27 campsites in a very
private setting. The park also features
beautiful picnic sites next to Babine
Lake.
There is a rustic moderate-grade
boat launch, a breakwater wharf, and
dock are also available. Firewood can
be purchased from the Park Facility
Operator in some parks or you can
bring your own wood. There is one
cold-water hand pump available on
site.
The day-use area has several picnic
tables and is located on a grassy area
beside the beach.
Campsite reservations are accepted
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and first-come, first-served sites are
also available at this park. There are
27 standard vehicle-accessible sites
available. Five are beachfront and
the rest are shaded. There is a large
parking lot available for extra vehicles
to park.

GRANISLE LIONS
BEACH PARK
The park is located just 2 km outside
of the community of Granisle. It is
operated by the lions Club of Granisle.
There is a total of 14 campsites
available at this location, 8 are
unserviced and 6 are with power.
Tables and fire rings are provided
at each site and there is firewood
available. Other facilities included
at this site include pit toilets, a boat
launch, a day use park, recycling
collection at campsite and a
playground.

GRANISLE

If you are interested in learning
about and seeing
spawning salmon,
check out the Fulton River Spawning
Channels. Located

FULTON RIVER - SHIRLEY NEILSEN

PAUL LAKE - J. VAN BARNEVELD

FULTON
RIVER
SPAWNING
CHANNELS

BABINE LAKE - HCC

PAUL LAKE

BABINE LODGE

USE EXTREME CAUTION AND
WATCH FOR TRAFFIC
• Once across the bridge head to the
cleared area on the right.
• After 214m the short trail will take
off into the bush.
You will be able to hear the falls.

www.houstonchamber.ca

www.houstonchamber.ca

The community of Granisle is located
on the shores of Babine Lake and is
49 km from Topley. Granisle is nestled
on the western shore of central
Babine Lake, and tourism is now
one of the leading industries in the
economy of Granisle.
Granisle offers an array of services

TORI LONG

HWY 118 TO GRANISLE

including: a public library, post
office, a public school, an RCMP
station, medical centre and a visitor
information centre which includes a
small museum, internet availability, a
sani-dump, laundry, and washrooms
with shower facilities. The Visitor
centre is open through the spring/
summer tourist season. The museum
also includes Woolly Mammoth
bones that were found while digging
in the mine! The village also has
accommodations, fuel service, and
groceries. Granisle also offers a boat
marina with moorage slips and a
concrete boat launch.
This area has much to offer for visitors
to see, drop in to their visitor centre
and ask about all the attractions that
the village of Granisle has to offer.
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Houston & Area

Northwood
Picnic Site

21

20

18

24
26

12

22

16

19

DISTANCE FROM HOUSTON:

13

14

15

23
25

Downtown Houston
1
2
3
4
5
6
7

Arena
Community Hall
Fire Hall
Health Centre
Leisure Centre
Library
Municipal Office
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8
9
10
11
12
13
14

Museum
Avalon Park
Northside Park
Steelhead Park
Jamie Baxter Park
Hagman Park
Duck Pond

Houston - Naturally Amazing

17

15 Ruiter Heights Park
16 Nadina Park
17 Four Seasons Park
18 Newgard Park
19 Curling Club
20 RCMP

21 Info Centre/
Chamber of Commerce
22 Houston Christian School
23 Houston Secondary School
24 Silverthorne Elementary School
25 Twain Sullivan Elementary
26 Northwest Community College
www.houstonchamber.ca

Anchorage, AK
Burns Lake, BC
Calgary, AB
Dawson City, YT
Dawson Creek, BC
Dease Lake, BC
Edmonton, AB
Endako, BC
Fairbanks, AK
Fort Nelson, BC
Fort St. James, BC
Fort St. John, BC
Francois Lake, BC
Fraser Lake, BC
Golden, BC
Grand Prairie, AB
Granisle, BC
Haines, AK
Hazelton, BC
Jade City, BC
Jasper, AB
Juneau, AK
Kamloops, BC
www.houstonchamber.ca

KMS

MILES

APPROXIMATE
TRAVEL TIME

2444
80
1091
1843
709
662
1046
137
2258
1115
255
743
105
150
987
841
78
1421
139
777
681
1556
829

1519
50
678
1145
443
412
650
85
1403
693
158
462
66
93
613
522
49
883
86
483
423
967
515

32h.
1h. 4m.
13h. 52m.
25h.
9h. 2m.
8h. 46m.
12h. 55m.
1h. 43m.
29h.
14h. 14m.
3h. 14m.
9h. 36m.
1h. 48m.
1h. 54m.
13h. 4m.
10h. 38m.
1h. 6m.
20h. 46m.
1h. 55m.
10h. 23m.
8h. 52m.
26h.
10h. 36m.

Kelowna, BC
Kitimat, BC
Kitwanga, BC
Moricetown, BC
Prince George, BC
Prince Rupert , BC
Quesnel, BC
Skagway, AK
Smithers, BC
Stewart, BC
Telkwa, BC
Terrace, BC
Topley, BC
Valdez, AK
Vancouver, BC
Vanderhoof, BC
Vernon, BC
Victoria, BC
Watson Lake, YT
Whitehorse, YT
Williams Lake, BC
Yellowknife, NWT

KMS

MILES

APPROXIMATE
TRAVEL TIME

1016
335
175
98
307
411
423
1389
64
391
49
269
30
2340
1087
208
944
1178
918
1313
542
1912

632
208
109
61
191
256
263
863
40
243
30
167
19
1454
676
129
587
732
570
816
337
1188

12h. 27m.
4h. 25m.
2h. 19m.
1h. 20m.
3h. 58m.
5h. 18m.
5h. 29m.
19h. 18m.
54m.
5h. 23m.
37m.
3h. 31m.
24m.
31h.
13h. 38m.
2h. 44m.
12h. 2m.
16h. 7m.
12h. 19m.
17h. 36m.
6h. 56m.
25 hrs.

Note: All information was collected from www.distancebetweencities.net
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Camping around Houston
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Other Camping Locations for the Houston area:
Fees

Camping

Boat Launch

Fishing

Boating

Canoeing

Beach Activities

Swimming

Cabins

Hiking

Mountain Biking

Trail Bike Riding Motorized

Snowmobiling

Cross–country Skiing

Picnicking

By Mac
Municipal Houston
250-845-2238

OUTDOOR ADVENTURES

Lakes and Paddling

Opportunities
Houston and surrounding area have many lakes to explore whether you are into lake fishing, or just wanting to get away from it
all with a camping trip to the backcountry. The area also offers excellent canoe and kayak opportunities. The most well-known
canoe-tripping destination in the Houston area is the Nanika Kidprice; however it is not the only destination, as you will see in
the list below.
Note: Access to some of these lakes are not marked by signs. The Houston Hikers’ mobile maps should help you to find your way
visit www.houstonhikers.ca
Never venture out into the back country without proper gear and emergency provisions.
Be aware of changing weather and always use PFDs.

Lakes East of Houston
BABINE LAKE
The largest natural freshwater lake in BC at 177 km from tip
to tip, is home to several Provincial Park campgrounds, and
private resorts and camp grounds. This lake has so much
to offer, it would take you days to explore its treasures. It is
renowned for its serene beauty and abundance of fish and
wildlife. Rainbow trout and char inhabit the lake making it an
angler’s paradise. Up to 70% of the salmon from the Skeena
River system originate in Babine Lake, and the spawning
channels at its tributary, the Fulton River. From late summer
to early fall, the waters blush with spawning salmon, a delight
to all salmon lovers. Cutthroat and Char, are also abundant
in Babine Lake. Babine Lake is located east of Houston at the
Junction of Highway 16 and Highway 118 in Topley BC

Granisle Lions
Beach
Municipal Granisle 250-697-2510

FULTON LAKE

Fulton Lake is located east of Houston on Highway 118
close to the community of Granisle. Travel east of Houston,

Burns Lake

250-697-2248

SUNSET LAKE - JOCELYN BELL

250-846-9161

Burns Lake
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turn left onto Highway 118 in Topley. Travel 56 km towards
Granisle and you will discover Fulton Lake. This lake has
good fly-fishing for both Cutthroat and Rainbow Trout
species. Char is also found in this lake. Trolling is the
preferred way to fish for char. There is an undeveloped
camping area and car topper boat launch available at this
site. There are accommodations close by in Granisle or
Topley Landing.

PAUL LAKE
Distance From Town: 65 km
Difficulty: Easy (Canoeing/Kayaking)
Cellphone Coverage: No
The lake is small in size and consists of a few bays. The
lake is great for canoeing and due to its small size, makes
for a great secluded get-away. Resident Rainbow Trout
are known to be in the lake. The Paul Lake forestry rec site
consists of 6 campsites with outhouses, tables and a boat
launch.
Paul Lake is located east of Houston on Highway 118 close
to the community of Granisle.
DIRECTIONS:
• Travel east of Houston, turn left onto Highway 118 in
Topley.
• After approx. 28 km turn left onto the Shoulder Road.
• The km numbers will start counting down from here
until you get to the North Road. Cross the North Road
onto the Paul Lake Road.
• At approx. 3.5 km turn left onto the road to the lake.
• The lake is at the end of the road (400m).

SUNSET LAKE
Distance From Town: 35 km
Difficulty: Easy (Canoeing/Kayaking)
Cellphone Coverage: YES
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Lakes Southwest of Houston
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Located at the lake is a small 12
unit, semi-open BCFS campsite with
well-developed recreational facilities
including a playground, swimming
area with beach, boat launch and
dock. Wheelchair accessible toilets
can also be found at the site.
DIRECTIONS:
• Head East of Houston along
Highway 16 for 30 km
• Once in Topley turn right onto the
Sunset Lake Rd
• Cross the train tracks and a bridge
over the Upper Bulkley River
• Drive approx. 4 km
• Turn right onto Rondeau Rd
• The Rec Site is at the end of the
road.

As you travel west of Houston there are a few lakes to camp and enjoy fishing or
paddling opportunities. 2.3 km from Houston turn onto the Buck Flats Road which
leads you to the following lakes to explore.

SILVERTHORNE LAKE
Silverthorne Lake is located just west
of Houston and is within the Morice
Mountain Nordic Ski Club trail area.
It is a great destination - a lake that is
remote, yet close, so many can enjoy.
A beautiful small lake centered in a
forest of evergreens where one can
enjoy the wildlife from shore or on
the water. It is also a great lake for
paddling opportunities.
At the main entrance to the lake there
are picnic sites, a boat launch and a
picnic shelter. The picnic tables spread
out following the shoreline - some
in private treed sites while others in
grassy outcroppings.
Most picnic tables have fire pits. In
the corner of the entrance area is a
large log picnic shelter fully equipped
with a wood stove. A handy item in all
seasons.
There is an abundance of Rainbow

Trout, but there is no fishing within 50
m of sign at outlet of lake.
DIRECTIONS:
• From Houston travel 2.3 km west
and turn onto the Buck Flats Road
• Travel 7.5 km up the road until you
reach the Morice Mountain Nordic
Ski lodge on your right.
• Travel through the parking lot and
continue down the mainline for
1.1 km to reach the Silverthorne
Lake Rec Site.

GOOSLY LAKE
Distance From Town:
Via Equity mine 49.6 km
Via Buck Flats: 52.67 km
Difficulty: Easy (Canoeing/Kayaking)
Cellphone Coverage: NO
Goosly Lake is moderate in size and
is located at the headwaters of Buck
Creek. Access to Goosly Lake is at the
lake’s Southeastern shores. The lake
has a few small bays but is mostly

SUNSET LAKE - JOCELYN BELL

Sunset Lake is located East of Houston
and just a few kilometres southwest
of the community of Topley off
Highway 16. Sunset Lake is moderate
in size and easy to access. Access
to Sunset is on the North-Western
shore. Historical Records of fish found
in this lake are Burbot, Large Scale
Sucker, Lake Chub, Longnose Sucker,
Lake Whitefish, Mountain Whitefish,
Northern Pike Minnow, Peamouth
Chub, Rainbow Trout. Trolling with
small gang trolls and worms will bring
you success along with spinning gear
and artificial flies. This site is heavily
used during the summer months.
It is also a great lake for paddling
opportunities.

Good home-cooked meals & daily specials

ALL DAAYST
BREAKF

Reitsma’s Home Hardware
3462 - 9th Street, Houston • Phone: 250-845-2419

Join us for breakfast, lunch or dinner...
We’re located right on the Highway!
Open daily 6am - 9pm
3030 Hwy.16, Houston, BC • Phone: 250-845-2232
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linear in nature with its western arm
narrowing as it flows into Buck Creek.
Its deepest point is around 20.1m
(66 feet). Goosly Lake is known for
excellent fly-fishing for Cutthroat and
Rainbow trout. Mountain Whitefish
and Kokanee are also found in the
lake. There are no facilities at the site
but car toppers can be launched from
shore. Access to the lake is generally
good.
DIRECTIONS:
There are two routes to get to Goosly
Lake:
• Via the Equity Mine Road from
Houston Visitor Centre turn left on
to Highway 16 then turn right on to
Butler Ave. proceed onto Riverbank
Drive then turn right onto Omineca
Drive.
• Turn left onto the Equity Mine Road,
and travel for 37 km.
• Once at the mine, turn right onto
the North Goosly Road and head
down the hill.
• The km signs on the North Goosly
will count down from 7 km.
• Once at the bottom of the road
you will come to a junction with the
Parrot Main FSR, turn right onto the
Parrott Main FSR and at 42.5 km the
first access to the lake will be on
your right.
The access to Goosly Lake via the
Buck flats Road:
• Turn right onto Highway 16 from
the Houston Visitor Centre travel
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We’re open Monday to Saturday: 8:30am - 6:00pm
May to December we’re open Fridays until 8:00pm

Stop by and see us for...
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2.3 km and turn left onto the Buck
Flats Road.
Continue on the Buck Flats Road
then turn right at 26 km onto the
Parrott Trail FSR.
Km signs on the Parrott trail will
count down from 10 km to 0 km.
At 0 km turn left onto the Parrott
Main FSR.
At 39 km keep right (Access to Sam
Lake is at this junction).
At 41.5 km Access to Goosly Lake is
on your left.

PARROTT LAKES
Parrott Lakes are a chain of lakes
just south of Houston, there are
connecting roads between the lakes.
Located on the east end of Parrott
Lake #1 Rec Site is an 8 unit BC Forest
Service campsite with a small beach
and access for car toppers and canoe
launching but there are no other
facilities or services at the site. The

chain of lakes makes a good canoe
trip where paddling and fishing
can be combined. Considered to be
excellent family lakes, Parrott Lakes
support good numbers of small
wild Rainbow Trout. Fly fishing is the
preferred method and the action can
get fast and furious for these feisty
fish (especially on the smaller lakes). A
great spot to hone your presentation
techniques or to introduce your
children to the art of fly fishing.
DIRECTIONS:
• From the Houston Visitor Centre,
travel west 2.3 km and turn left
onto Buck Flats Road
• At the 26 km board, turn right onto
the Parrott Trail FSR
• Km signs on the Parrott trail will
count down from 10 km to 0 km
• At 0 km you reach the junction with
the Parrott Main, cross the road
after approx. 4 km you will reach
the camp site on the lake.

Lakes West of Houston via Morice River FSR
MORICE RIVER
This river is well known for its fishing but it is also a topnotch destination for canoe trippers who have moving
water experience. This river can be broken into many
smaller trips since it has many access points, but for the
canoe tripper the river as a whole represents the best
experience.
Access to start the trip is at the Morice Lake Recreation
Site. A short paddle along beautiful Morice Lake puts you
into the flow of the Morice River. This river is large and
swift and is mostly Class 1 with some Class 2. This river has
some amazing scenery and has a current that is strong
and steady (little paddling). For the quiet paddler there is
opportunity to see moose, deer and both black and grizzly
bears as well as many different bird species. This river
has ample water flow for the entire canoeing season but
www.houstonchamber.ca

during the prime fishing times you may encounter a lot
of fishermen. If you choose to end your trip near Houston
the best pullout is By Mac Park. If you have time your trip
could be extended down the river where the Morice River
flows into the Bulkley River, and continue your adventure
to Telkwa or Smithers.
The river to Telkwa is Class 1 and 2 but once in Telkwa there
are a couple of rapids that are 2+. The section between
Telkwa and Smithers is Class I but there is a waterfall
(Tatlow Falls) that can be paddled around. There is a good
pullout in Smithers just downstream of the highway
bridge.
This river is underutilized as a canoe destination and is very
rewarding for a frontcountry river.
A top-notch day trip on the Morice River is the section
from Aspen Recreation site to By Mac Park. This float only
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takes about three hours and has a
more remote setting than would be
expected for being so close to town.

KLINGER LAKE

OWEN LAKE - JOCELYN BELL

Distance From Town: 14.3 km
Round Trip: 20 min
Difficulty: Easy (Canoeing/Kayaking)
Cellphone Coverage: YES
Klinger Lake is a lake located just
1 km from Houston. Fishermen
will find a variety of fish including
rainbow trout and eastern brook
trout. Whether you’re bait casting,
spinning, fly fishing or ice fishing
your chances of getting a bite here

are good. Klinger is a popular place
for fishing all year round and attracts
many people during the winter. The
trail from the Wallcott is usually well
packed from snow machine traffic
to allow for a short 200m walk from
the road to the lake. The trail follows
along the outside of a log fence. The
fenced area is crown land that is being
leased for a grazing permit. During
summer months the wide trail allows
for canoes and other small boats to be
carried down to the lake. The walking
loop trail is a nice and easy stroll that
follows the lake shore and winds
through a vibrant Aspen Forest. The
lake is non-motorized
but electric motors can
be used.
DIRECTIONS:
• From the Houston
Visitor Centre, head
west of Houston on
Highway 16 for 4 km
and turn onto the
Morice River FSR.
• At 4 km on The Morice
River FSR turn right
onto the Bymac FSR.
• Travel 1.5 km on
Bymac FSR and turn
left to cross over the
Morice River on the
Walcott bridge.
• You are now on the
Walcott FSR.
• Drive 4.7 km, you will
see the trail head on
your right.
• There is a small pullout
and a trail sign.

OWEN LAKE
Distance From Town: 39.5 km
Difficulty: Easy (Canoeing/Kayaking)
Cellphone Coverage: NO
Owen Lake is moderate in size and
easy to access. Access to Owen Lake
is at the lake’s far northern point.
The lake has a few small bays but is
mostly linear in nature. The lake is
approx. 6 km long. Historical records
of fish found in this lake include;
Rainbow Trout, Burbot, Coho Salmon,
Sucker, Dolly Varden, Lake Trout and
Whitefish. The deepest part of the
lake is approx. 120ft and is near the
Southern end of the lake. The Owen
Lake Rec Site is a large open and
grassy area providing space for 13
units. The popular site is mainly visited
for the water activities including,
swimming, canoeing and fishing.
There is a boat launch and dock, a
beach, as well as nearby hiking trails
such as Nadina Mountain Provincial
Park hiking and rock climbing trails.
The popular site is well developed and
includes wheelchair accessible toilets.
DIRECTIONS:
• From the Houston Visitor Centre,
head west of Houston on Highway
16 for 4 km
• Turn left onto the Morice River FSR.
• At 27 km keep going straight onto
the Morice Owen FSR.
• At 39.5 km turn right at the Owen
Lake Rec Site.

CHISHOLM LAKE
Distance From Town: 60 km
Difficulty: Easy (Canoeing/Kayaking)

Nadina Lake Lodge
• CABINS
• CAMPING

• BOAT/MOTOR RENTAL
• CANOE RENTAL

• BIG FISH
• BIG SMILES

Brad & Wendy Thompson

Phone: 250.695.6788
Email:

Mailing Address:

Open May through October
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Cellphone Coverage: NO
Chisholm Lake is a small-moderately
sized lake. Access to the lake is on the
far Eastern shore. The lake has many
small bays and a large island near
the middle. Loons frequent the lake.
Resident Cutthroat Trout are found in
the lake, however most people note
that they remain small in size.
The access consists of a large pullout
on the side of the Chisholm FSR and
a path to the water. The access site
could be used for camping; however
there are no amenities at the site.
In 2010 a wildfire burned up to the
shores of Chisholm Lake.
DIRECTIONS:
• Head west of Houston on Hwy. 16
for 4 km and turn left onto the
Morice River FSR
• At 27 km turn right
• At 29 km turn right onto the
Chisholm FSR
• At 30 km you will start going down
a hill
• The lake access is on your right
(31 km board is missing)

TAGETOCHLAIN
(POPLAR) LAKE
Tagetochlain Lake also known as
Poplar Lake because of the beautiful
Poplar forest surrounding this pretty
little remote lake. There is a small
BC Forest Service campsite located
on the lake with a boat launch. The
lake supports good populations of
Rainbow Trout and Lake Char. The
most popular methods used to catch
Rainbows up to 3-1/2 lbs. are trolling
with lures and spinning gear. Fly
fishing has also been successful. Large
spoons and plugs, trolled deep, is your
best bet for large Lake Char which are
capable of reaching 25+ lbs.
DIRECTIONS:
• Head west of Houston on Hwy. 16
for 4 km and turn left onto the
Morice River FSR
• Stay on this road until you get to
the Morice-Owen Forest Service
Road at the 27 km mark, keep
straight and travel south past Owen
Lake.
• At 56.5 km turn right onto the
Nadina Main FSR.
• At 74 km turn right onto the Hill
www.houstonchamber.ca

POPLAR LAKE - J. VAN BARNEVELD
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Tout FSR.
• At 77 km turn right onto the Old
Tahtsa (Poplar North FSR)
• After approx. 1.7km turn left
• Travel approx. 3.2 km the lake
access is on your left.

NADINA LAKE
Nadina Lake is located near the base
of the majestic Sibola Mountain
Range and is about 70 km south of
Houston. The lake is 8 miles long.
The recreation site has space for six
vehicle units in an open grassy area.
There is a scenic view of the Sibola
Mountains, and the site has a boat
launch, and a pebble beach. Boats,
accommodations and other resort
facilities are available at Nadina Lake.
Nadina is famous for its wild Rainbow
trout which can reach 10+ lbs. Nadina
Lake also contains good populations
of Kokanee. However, it’s the large
Rainbow that fishermen are after and
it is best accomplished by trolling
with spoons, plugs or spinners. Don’t
forget the fly, as many large Rainbows
have fallen prey to a well-dressed Doc
Spratley.
DIRECTIONS:
• From Houston travel west on
Highway 16 for 4 km turn left off
the highway on the Morice River
FSR
• Stay left (east) at the 27 km mark
junction of the road keeping on the
Morice-Owen FSR
• At the 56 km mark, turn right (west)
onto the Nadina Main FSR.

• At the 74 km turn onto the Hill Tout
FSR and after approx. 79.9 km turn
right.
• Drive for approx. 6.2 km
• After the 23 km board there will be
a sign and a road turn right.
• After 2.1 km you will arrive at the
lake.

TWINKLE LAKE
Distance From Town: 101 km
Difficulty: Easy (Canoeing/Kayaking)
Cellphone Coverage: NO
Twinkle Lake is moderate in size and
easy to access. Access to Twinkle is on
the far Western shore. The lake has a
small island South of the campsite.
There are plenty of small rainbow
trout up to 2lbs. to be caught, using
flies or spinning lures. This lake is a
consistent producer throughout the
season.
The Twinkle Lake Rec Site has minimal
amenities but can be a nice spot to
camp with a large open area with a
boat launch. The campsite consist
of six sites with picnic tables and
fire rings. Beach activities include:
boating, canoeing, and fishing.
Please do not leave trash on site.
DIRECTIONS:
• Head west of Houston on Hwy. 16
for 4 km and turn left onto the
Morice River FSR
• At 27 km keep going straight onto
the Morice-Owen FSR
• At 56.5 km turn right onto the
Nadina Main FSR
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At 27 km turn right
At 44.5 km keep left
At 51 km keep right
After 58 km turn onto the Collins
Road to the left
• After 400m you will reach the lake
• Alternatively, after 59 km on the
Morice River FSR
• Turn left down a small trail once
you pass the Nado FSR junction

At 74 km keep left
At 81 km keep right
At 89 km keep right
At 100.5 km keep left
At 100.75 km turn left onto the
Twinkle Lake Rec Site road

SWEENY LAKE
Distance From Town: 121.5 km
Difficulty: Easy (Canoeing/Kayaking)
Cellphone Coverage: NO
The lake is moderate in size and easy
to access. Historical records of fish
found in this lake include Burbot,
Longnose Sucker and Rainbow
Trout. Access to Sweeney Lake can
be done from two different Rec sites.
Sweeney East Rec Site site is located
at 8.5 km on the Sweeney Road. It is
the smaller of the two sites. The east
site has a couple places to camp and
an outhouse. The boat launch at the
east site is very steep. Sweeney West
Rec Site is located at 10.5 km on the
Sweeney Road. This is the larger of
the two sites. The boat launch at the
west site is easier to use. There are also
picnic tables and outhouses at this
site.
DIRECTIONS:
• Head west of Houston on Hwy. 16
for 4 km and turn left onto the
Morice River FSR
• At 27 km keep going straight onto
the Morice-Owen FSR
• At 56.5 km turn right onto the
Nadina Main FSR
• At 74 km keep left
• At 81 km keep right
• At 89 km keep right

• At 100.5 km keep left
• At 113 km turn right onto Sweeny Rd.
• At 10.5 km you will find the Sweeny
West Rec Site.

COLLINS LAKE
Collins Lake is moderate in size and
easy to access. Access to Collins Lake
is at the lake’s far northern point. The
lake has a few small bays and islands.
Fly-fishing is popular method of
fishing on this lake. Resident Cutthroat
Trout and sucker fish are common in
the lake reaching into the 1+ lb range.
The deepest part of the lake is 80ft
and is near the southern end of the
lake. There are a few ways to access
the shores of Collins Lake. Just after
58 km the Collins road takes off to the
left and goes across a bridge. There
is a large open landing area where
lake access is easy. This spot can be

•
•
•
•

NORALEE
RESORT
on Francois Lake
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used for camping, however there
are no amenities on site. Another
access point is just after 59 km.
Across from the Nado FSR junction
there is a small access point to the
left of the road. The Morice River FSR
follows the shore of the lake for many
kilometres, accessing the lake can be
done in many locations. There are
no campsites on the lake; however
there is a 4 vehicle BCFS campsite
at Lamprey Creek and 18 vehicle
semi-open BCFS campsite at beautiful
Morice Lake, located west of Collins.
Even though there are no camping
sites, car toppers can be launched to
the lake.
DIRECTIONS:
• Head west of Houston on Hwy. 16
for 4 km and turn left onto the
Morice River FSR

MCBRIDE LAKE
McBride Lake is about 5 km from
Collins Lake. The road follows the
North shore of this 10 km long lake
and the access is good. There is a
camping space on the lake and a boat
launch is available. One can troll for
the 12lbs. Char, but fly fishing or small
spinning lures will net up to 1- 1.5lbs
Cutthroat. Whether you’re fly fishing,
trolling, spinning or bait casting your
chances of getting a bite here are
good. So grab your favorite fly fishing
rod and reel, and head out to McBride
Lake.
DIRECTIONS:
• Head west of Houston on Hwy. 16
for 4 km and turn left onto the
Morice River FSR
• At 27 km turn right
• At 44.5 km keep left
• At 51 km keep right
• Continue to travel on the Morice
River FSR past the 65 km mark the
road will start to travel beside
McBride Lake.
MCBRIDE LAKE - J. VAN BARNEVELD
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Camping right on the beach!
RV sites with hook-ups and
without.
Cabins with kitchens, sleep
4 to 6, heated for winter use.
Excellent fishing, boat launch/
dock.

•
•
•
•
•

Ice fishing in the winter.
Restaurant and cabins open
year round.
Church on site for weddings.
Perfect for gatherings or
meetings etc.
Catering available on site.

New owners Jim and Bonnie Fehr

49400 Colleymount Road, Burns Lake, BC. V0J 1E0 • info@noraleeresort.com

Call and reserve your spot today!

250-695-6399

www.noraleeresort.com
www.houstonchamber.ca

LAMPREY LAKE
Distance From Town: 75 km
Cellphone Coverage: NO
ANZAC PORTAGE
Trail Length: 1. 5 km
Difficulty: Hard (Canoeing/Kayaking)
Lamprey Lake is the start to the
famous Nanika-Kidprice canoe trip.
Lamprey Lake is named for the eels
that swim its waters, eels are middleof-the lake bottom feeders. The lake
is a moderately sized lake. Access to
Lamprey is on the far northern shore.
The lake has a few small bays and a
small island. The deepest part of the
lake is approximately 70ft, where
the northern arm meets the main
body of the lake. Loons frequent the
lake and resident Rainbow Trout,
Cutthroat Trout, Mountain Whitefish,
www.houstonchamber.ca

Dolly Varden,
Char, and the
Blue-listed
Bull Trout.
Bring a variety
of flies and
lures. Lamprey
Lake Rec Site
has minimal
amenities but
can be a nice
spot to camp.
PORTAGE TO
ANZAC LAKE:
A short
paddle across
Lamprey Lake
to the south
shore brings you to the first portage
(1.5 km). All portages are marked with
white triangles. This portage is one
of the most difficult in the NanikaKidprice Park. This portage ascends
gradually to an undulating ridge
and then drops down to Anzac Lake.
Canoe rests are located along the trail.
Where the portage meets Anzac Lake,
there is enough of an area to make a
rustic camp. Fishing is good off the
rocks near the end of the portage.
DIRECTIONS:
• Head west of Houston on Hwy. 16
for 4 km and turn left onto the
Morice River FSR
• At 27 km turn right
• At 44.5 km keep left
• At 51 km keep right
• At 65 km turn left on to the
Lamprey FSR
• Drive approx. 7 km.
The Recreation Site is on your right.

MORICE LAKE
Morice Lake is located about 84 km
southwest of Houston, it is a large,
long lake that stretches to the
southwest into the Coastal Mountain
Range with its steep and rugged
mountains closing in on both sides
of the lake. This lake offers true
wilderness settings with dramatic
views of the mountains, glaciers,
and waterfalls that cascade into the
lake. Fishing is a popular recreational
activity on this lake, but there are
fishing restrictions in place in certain
areas, please check with BC Provincial
Parks for current fishing information

THERESA NIVAN
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www.env.gov.bc.ca. Morice Lake
supports a good fishery for Rainbow,
Cutthroat and Lake Char. This large
lake will produce Lake Char to 12+lbs.,
Rainbows to 6+lbs. and Cutthroat
to 3 lbs. Trolling is the most popular
method whether using large plugs
and spoons for Char, or using smaller
lures for Rainbow and Cutthroat.
However, fly fishing has met with
excellent success. Morice Lake is a
beautiful setting for a canoe trip, but
please use caution because winds
and waves can come up quickly, be
aware and paddle quickly to shore if
the weather takes a change. Morice
Lake Provincial Park has an 18 unit
campsite. Each of the campsites has
a picnic table and fire ring. Pit toilets
are available. The sites are suitable for
tenting, pickup trucks with campers
and small trailers.
DIRECTIONS:
• From Houston travel Highway 16
west 4 km
• Turn left onto the Morice River FSR.
• At the 27 km mark turn right
• At 44.5 km keep right
• At 51 km keep right
• At 65 km Keep right
• At 75 km keep right
• Follow the road for 7 km to arrive at
Morice Lake.

ATNA LAKE
Atna Lake is a small lake in the coast
mountain range along Morice Lake.
The most difficult part of the trip is
to navigate Morice Lake when the
wind is calm. Morice Lake is a very
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MORICE LAKE - J. VAN BARNEVELD

Babine Lake
Resort
...offers you a getaway
on the longest natural fresh
water lake in BC!

memories that will never fade.
DIRECTIONS:
Please use the directions given under
Morice Lake.

• At 10 km (no sign) keep to the right.
• At 11 km the portage access is on
your right.

PHIPPS LAKE

This is the best-known canoe
destination in the Houston area and it
is well-used by canoeists throughout
northwest BC. If you are visiting
this area and you want a canoe trip
adventure then this one is a must. This
route can be summed up as a beautiful
mountainous backcountry canoe
destination with good fishing and
solitude. For more information on the
Nanika Kidprice please visit page 27.

Distance From Town: 76 km
Cellphone Coverage: NO
Portage: 217m
Portage Difficulty: Easy
Phipps Lake is small in size and easy to
access. Access to Phipps Lake is at the
lake’s far Northern point. The lake has
a few small bays and good views of
Smoke Mountain. Resident Rainbow
Trout are common in the lake. Phipps
Lake was named after Al Phipps,
a local helper on Frank Swannell’s
surveying expeditions in the area in
the mid 1920’s.
Access is via an easy 217m portage.
There are no signs to mark the lake,
however the portage is ribboned.
DIRECTIONS:
• Head west of Houston on Hwy. 16
for 4 km and turn left onto the
Morice River FSR.
• At 27 km turn right
• At 44.5 km keep left
• At 51 km keep right
• At 65 km turn left onto the Lamprey
FSR
• At 7 km keep going left past the
Lamprey Lake turn off.
• CABINS • RV SITES
• BOAT & MOTOR RENTALS
• GAS • ICE
• CONVENIENCE STORE
SORRY NO FISHING LICENSES

GORDEAU AND
MCLEOD LAKES
Distance From Town: 96 km
Cellphone Coverage: No
McLeod Lake Portage: 260m
Rating: Moderate
Gordeau Lake Portage: 80m
Rating: Easy
The two lakes are small-moderate in
size and consist of many bays, islands
and narrow channels.
The McLeod Lake portage heads off
north of the road through a recently
logged block. The trail is marked with
orange ribbon and goes for approx.
260 m. The portage has a slight
increase in elevation and has a bit of
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NEWCOMBE LAKE
Distance From Town: 103 km
Cellphone Coverage: NO
North Portage: 370m Easy
South Portage: 175m Easy
The lake is fairly wide and shallow.
At the south end, Nadina River flows
out of Newcombe Lake and heads to
Nadina Lake. There are many islands in
the lake and a few small bays.
There are two spots to access the lake.
The north access is off the Duel Lakes

Open
until
Oct. 31

PO BOX 317, BURNS LAKE BC V0J 1E0

Join us AUGUST LONG
WEEKEND for our
FISHING DERBY!
www.houstonchamber.ca

SOUTH PORTAGE:
• To access the south portage turn
left at the 98.75 km junction onto
the Barr Lake Road
• At 101 km turn right
• Just before 102 km turn right onto
an unmarked road
• Keep left at the next junction and
follow the road until it stops
• The trail takes off on the left (not
marked)

HORSESHOE LAKE
Distance From Town: 94 km
Difficulty: Easy (Canoeing/Kayaking)
Cellphone Coverage: NO
Horseshoe Lake is moderate in
size and easy to access. Access to
Horseshoe Lake is at the lake’s far
eastern point. The lake has many
small bays and a long narrow channel
leading from the access point to the
main area of the lake.
There is a rough spot to camp on the
opposite side of the road from the
access point, however there are no
amenities on site.
DIRECTIONS:
• Head west of Houston on Hwy. 16
for 4 km and turn left onto the
Morice River FSR
• At 27 km keep going straight onto
the Morice-Owen FSR
• At 56.5 km turn right onto the
Nadina Main FSR
• At 74 km keep left
• At 81 km keep right
• At 88 km turn left onto the Short
Cut Rd
• Drive approx. 3.6 km and turn right
onto another forestry road

SKINNY LAKE

FROM HOUSTON: TRAVEL TO BURNS
LAKE & TURN LEFT OFF HWY 16 ONTO
BABINE LAKE ROAD & FOLLOW
THE SIGNS. (40KM FROM HWY 16)

HUNTERS WELCOME
Your hosts, Bill & Trudy
PHONE: Cell: 250-692-0363
or Satellite: 778-786-1159

www.babinelakeresort.com
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Road at 102.75 km. There is a recent
cutblock on the left side of the road.
The trail goes through the middle of
the block and is buffered by residual
smaller trees from the harvesting. The
north portage is approx. 370m and
easy to follow.
The south access can be done only
with 4 wheel drive and needs good
clearance. It is located off the Barr
Lake Road and goes through an old
plantation. The south portage is
approx. 175m and easy to follow.
DIRECTIONS:
• There are two routes to get to
Newcombe Lake
• Head west of Houston on Hwy. 16
for 4 km and turn left onto the
Morice River FSR
• At 27 km keep going straight onto
the Morice-Owen FSR
• At 56.5 km turn right onto the
Nadina Main FSR
• At 74 km turn right onto the Hill
Tout FSR
• At 79 km turn right onto the Duel
Lakes Rd
• At 98.75 km there is the junction
with the Barr Lake Road:
NORTH PORTAGE:
• To access the north portage keep
to the right at 98.75 km junction
and continue on the Duel Lakes Road.
• At around 102.75 km the trail heads
off on the left (not marked – see map)

STEPP LAKE - BC PARKS

large lake that is in a mountain valley
and it receives heavy wind and very
heavy wave activity. When the wind
is calm Morice Lake offers a beautiful
15 km paddle from the Morice Lake
Recreation Site to Atna Bay where
there are three wilderness portages
into Atna Lake. People who visit Atna
Lake take home memories that will
never fade. From the campsite, the
safest route is to follow the lakeshore
to the north east and proceed around
the head of the lake to reach the west
shoreline. Proceed south west along
the shoreline to reach Atna Bay. At
the back end of Atna Bay, you will find
the Atna River mouth. Proceed past
the river mouth to the next small cove
to find the portage trailhead.
The first short portage (200m) is
known as the “Corkscrew” as it winds
around some old blow-down. After
completing the portage, paddle
upstream along the still pools of the
lower Atna River to the waterfall and
find the next portage to the right of
the base of the falls. This portage is
also short (200m), but the first portion
around the falls is very steep. Paddle
across the next pool of the Atna River
to reach the final portage at the right
side of the river outlet. This portage
is the longest of the three at 320m.
People who visit Atna Lake take home

debris on it from logging. If you are in
the area, help us maintain the trail by
removing sticks and debris.
The Gordeau Lake portage head off
South of the road near the bridge. This
portage is relatively easy and short,
about 80 m.
DIRECTIONS:
• Head west of Houston on Hwy. 16
for 4 km and turn left onto the
Morice River FSR.
• At 27 km keep going straight onto
the Morice-Owen FSR
• At 56.5 km turn right onto the
Nadina Main FSR
• At 74 km turn right onto the Hill
Tout FSR
• At 79 km turn right onto the Duel
Lakes Rd
• Just after the 96 km board you will
reach the McLeod portage location
• Just before a bridge you will reach
the Gordeau portage location

www.houstonchamber.ca

Distance From Town: 90.5 km
Cellphone Coverage: NO
Portage: 130m
Rating: Easy (Canoeing/Kayaking)
Skinny Lake is small-moderate in size
and easy to access. Access to Skinny
Lake can be done two ways. Either
by a short and easy portage at the far
northeast point of the lake, or by road
access at its southwestern point.
The portage is located just after the
90km board on the Reach Main FSR.
The portage is on the right just before
the bridge. There are no signs for the
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OOTSA LAKE
Ootsa Lake is one of the lakes that
are a part of the Nechako Reservoir.
These waters can yield spectacular
results for large Rainbow and giant
Lake Char. Trolling with large spoons,
plugs and spinning gear produce best
results however guides are highly
recommended to show you where
the good water is and to keep you
safe. These waters can be dangerous
with floating debris and submerged
stumps.
There are several different areas to
camp along Ootsa Lake included are
Ootsa Landing Forest Service Rec. site,
Little Andrew’s Bay Provincial Park,
and Wistaria Provincial Park.
Ootsa Landing Forest Service Rec.
site: is a scenic 3 unit camping area
rests alongside the large lake, the site
includes a boat lunch, tables and fire
rings, and toilets. The site has a great
beach where it is possible to hand
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launch small boats and canoes. Please
note that the lake is subject to strong
winds. Beach activities includes:
Boating, canoeing, and fishing. The
camping site is maintained and there
are no fees.
Wistaria Provincial Park: Facilities
available at the park include: a single
wide concrete boat launch, day park
picnic area, pit toilets, and vehicle
access camping. There are 2 campsites
at this park.
Little Andrews Bay Provincial Park:
The campground includes eight camp
sites, and facilities include picnic
areas, day use area, pit toilets, fire pits,
a concrete boat launch and a floating
wharf for mooring boats.
DIRECTIONS:
• Head west of Houston on Hwy. 16
for 4 km and turn left onto the
Morice River FSR
• At 27 km keep going straight onto
the Morice-Owen FSR
• At 56.5 km keep going straight on
the Morice-Owen FSR
• At 72 km turn right onto the OotsaNadina Road
• Travel for roughly 16.4 km and you
will see the access to Wisteria Prov
Park on your right.
• Travel approx. 33 km and turn right
at a major three way intersection
• After 1.5 km you will see Ootsa
Landing Rec Site on your right

FRANCOIS LAKE
Francois Lake is the second-largest
natural lake in British Columbia.
The lake stretches out over 25,750
hectares and reaches a depth of over
87m some say depths of 1000ft have
been recorded. It is 110 km long
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with many chances to pull over and
enjoy beautiful scenic views from the
lakeshore and from high above in the
surrounding hills. Francois contains
a variety of fish species, including
Rainbows to 3+ lbs and Lake Char that
will reach up to 20lbs. and larger. Ling
Cod is also plentiful and Dolly Varden
can be caught on this side of the lake,
but is more elusive than the Rainbow
Trout or the Lake Char. Located on the
west side of Francois Lake are three
different Forest Service Recreation
sites: Noralee West, Noralee East,
and Francois Lake West. The rec site
Francois Lake West is a small three
united Forest Service Recreation
site. The site is maintained and free
of charge. The facility includes; a
boat lunch, tables, and toilets. Beach
activities include: boating, fishing, and
vehicle access camping.
Noralee West Site is maintained and
free of charge. The site includes 5
campsites with fire rings and picnic
tables. This site is popular
with anglers and has
a gravel boat launch.
Beach activities include
boating, canoeing,
fishing, swimming and
vehicle access camping.
Noralee East Site is
a maintained free of
charge site. This is a six
unit site on Francois
Lake with picnic tables,
fire rings, pit toilets and
a gravel boat launch.
There is a hiking trail
around a peninsula that
has a few small beaches
www.houstonchamber.ca

for swimming and a rock bluff with
a view out over the lake. This site is
well situated for fishing and exploring
Francois Lake. Beach activities include
boating, canoeing, fishing, swimming
and vehicle access camping.
DIRECTIONS:
• Head west of Houston on Hwy. 16
for 4 km and turn left onto the
Morice River FSR
• At 56.5 km keep going straight on
the Morice-Owen FSR
• At just before 53 km turn left onto
the Owen-East FSR
• At the end of the Owen-East you
come to the junction of Owen East
and Colleymount Road you will
get your first glimpse of the
beautiful and peaceful scenery of
François Lake West.
• To head to the Noralee Rec Sites,
turn left
• To head to the Francois West Rec
Site turn right.
• The rec sites are well marked along
the road.

TROITSA LAKE
This beautiful lake is a destination place
for those wanting to do a little paddling
in a beautiful setting without doing a
lot of paddling. Access Tahtsa Lake by
driving past Sweeney Lake Recreation
site until the road ends at the shore of
Tahtsa Lake. Paddle east into Tahtsa
Reach until you reach the trail to Troitsa
Lake This trail is very large and road
like and the best way to portage into
this lake is to use a canoe or kayak cart
because it is a fairly long trail.

Lakes West of Houston
IRRIGATION (DUNALTER)
LAKE
Distance From Town: 13.8 km
Difficulty: Easy (Canoeing/Kayaking)
Cellphone Coverage: Yes
Dunalter Lake is a small lake located
13.8 km from Houston. The lake is
commonly referred to as Irrigation Lake
and has good fishing for Cutthroat and
Rainbow Trout. The lake underwent
a rehabilitation program in 1986 to
remove the coarse fish population.
Following the treatment BC Fisheries
started stocking the lake with Rainbow
and Cutthroat Trout. There is a day
use campground and picnic area near
the lake with fire pits, sitting benches,
change rooms and outhouses. The lake
enjoys a small sandy beach. Only nonmotorized boats are permitted on the
lake. All boats and canoes are beach
launched. This is a popular area for the
locals and a favoured swimming lake.
DIRECTIONS:
• Travelling west from Houston on
Highway 16 for 13.8 km to a sign
reading “Irrigation Lake”
• Turn left (west) onto a small road
and follow it for a half km to the lake.

VALLEE LAKE
Vallee Lake is also known as Johnson
Lake, this little lake sports a consistent
track record of giving up fish for
anglers. It is good fishing for Rainbow
and Cutthroat Trout. Best method
of fishing on
this lake is by
trolling the lake
and because
of its small
size it can be
covered easily
and thoroughly.
There is
dense aquatic
vegetation
surrounding
the lake making
it inaccessible
for shore line
fishing. Ice
fishing is very
SWEENEY LAKE - J. VANBARNEVELD

portage, however is it ribboned.
The road access is through an older
block and the road is very brushy.
There is enough room to camp at this
access point however there are no
amenities on site.
DIRECTIONS:
• Head west of Houston on Hwy. 16
for 4 km and turn left onto the
Morice River FSR
• At 27 km keep going straight onto
the Morice-Owen FSR
• At 56.5 km turn right onto the
Nadina Main FSR
• At 74 km keep left
• At 81 km keep right
• At 89 km turn left onto the Reach
Main FSR
• Just after 90 km the portage access
is on your right (before the bridge)
• To get to the drive-on access keep
going down the Reach Main
• At 93.5 km turn right onto a smaller
FSR
• Drive for approx. 1.2 km and turn
right into an older plantation
• Keep to the right in the plantation
and drive for approx. 1 km
• The lake access will be on your right

SKINNY LAKE - J. VAN BARNEVELD

LAKES & PADDLING

www.houstonchamber.ca

popular at Vallee Lake but because the
lake is very shallow around the edge
make sure you drill more centered
in the lake. There is an unmanaged
campsite for camping and boat
launching located at the lake’s public
access point on the southeast end of
the lake.
DIRECTIONS:
• From Houston travelling west on
Highway 16 drive 14.5 km from town
• Turn left (south) on Barrett Hat Road
and travel .8 km and turn right onto
an unmarked secondary road.
• Access to the lake is 100m down this
passable 2WD road.

HELEN LAKE
Helen Lake is a small lake located
just west of Houston, and it is known
as a good lake for fishing Cutthroat
Trout. It is a relatively shallow lake so
if you have no luck near the weeds try
trolling down the middle of the lake in
its deeper sections. There is a campsite
at the lake with three vehicle units and
it has a rough boat launch.
DIRECTIONS:
• From Houston travelling west on
Highway 16 drive 15.5 km from town
and turn right onto Summit Lake
Road
• Travel approx. 4 km turn left onto
Hidden Lake FSR
• After approx. 700m the Helen Lake
Recreation Site is on your left.

HIDDEN LAKE
Hidden Lake is another small lake west
of Houston, with no campsite available
but car toppers can access the lake.
Rainbow Trout are plentiful in this
remote lake ranging in size 1 -2lbs
DIRECTIONS:
• From Houston travelling west on
Highway 16 drive 15.5 km from town
and turn right onto Summit Lake
Road
• Travel approx. 4 km turn left onto
Hidden Lake FSR
• After approx. 3 km turn right onto
the Barren FSR, after approx. 300m
turn left onto the small access road
(no sign)

Houston - Naturally Amazing I PAGE 55

LOCAL ATTRACTIONS

OUTDOOR ADVENTURES

Something for Everyone

Explore Houston

Points of Interest

Nadina River
Spawning Channels

PAGE 56 I

Houston - Naturally Amazing 

Geocaching
Houston has many Geocache sites located within
Steelhead Park, sites throughout the community, and in
many locations on our back country trails. Some of these
trails include: Aitken Falls, Barrett Hat, Houston Palisades
(2), Old Pines Nature Trail, Buck Falls, Owen Hat, China
Knows and Bulkley River Rec Site.
For more information on the these geocaching sites
visit Houston Hikers website www.houstonhikers.ca or
see Hiking Trails on pages 11-22. You can also visit the
Geocaching website at www.geoching.com.
Geocaching is a real-world, outdoor treasure hunting
game using GPS-enabled devices. Participants navigate to
a specific set of GPS coordinates and then attempt to find
the geocache container hidden at that location.
Geocaches vary greatly in size and appearance. In the field
you will see everything from large, clear plastic containers
to film canisters to a fake rock with a secret compartment.
The first step is to get a general idea of the cache’s size. The
size is shown on each cache page. A general overview of
the cache size is found below.
Please note that these are just examples; sizes can vary.
• Micro - Less than 100ml. Examples: a 35mm film canister
or a tiny storage box typically containing only a logbook
or a logsheet.
• Small - 100ml or larger, but less than 1L. Example:
A sandwich-sized plastic container or similar.
• Regular - 1L or larger, but less than 20L. Examples:
A plastic container or ammo can about the size of a
shoebox.
• Large - 20L or larger. Example: A large bucket.
• Other - See the cache description for information.
Small, Regular and Large containers typically contain
trade items.
www.houstonchamber.ca

Mount Harry Davis is Houston’s premier spot for mountain
biking. The trails that wind down the mountain offer some
very different experiences. Some trails take you through
giant spruce stands while others take you through open
rolling Aspen hills. The crown jewel of Mount Harry Davis
are the areas that open up to offer you amazing views
of the valley below, and the mountain ranges in the
background.
The trails range from Easy to Difficult and cover a wide
range of terrain. Many of the trails offer a very flowy and
fun ride and some take you to some challenging steep
rocky knobs. There are a few facilities on site including an
outhouse, picnic tables and sign kiosks.

DIRECTIONS:
• Only 3.8 km
from Steelhead
Park
• Head east of
town on Highway
16 for 1.7 km
• Turn left onto
Williams Cres
and immediately
turn left again
onto the highway
frontage road.
• Turn right onto
Mt Davis Way.
• After 1.7 km you
will come to the
junction with the
Michelle Bay
(North Road).
Use caution when
crossing the road.
• After crossing
the North Road
the road will take you up the mountain.
• There are trail signs along the road.
• After 2.6 km you will reach the central kiosk.

BARRETT HAT TRAIL
The Barrett Hat Trail has great views of the Telkwa Range
and the Morice-Bulkley Valley. It’s suitable for all ages and
is close to Houston.
Once you get to the top of the hill, you’ll see the concrete
foundation of an old forest service lookout, a convenient
spot to sit and enjoy the view. You may notice that Barrett
Hat is made up of rock that is standing vertically. The
entire hill is volcanic basalt. You are standing on the neck
of a large ancient volcano of 60 million years ago.
MOUNT HARRY DAVIS - J. VAN BARNEVELD

NADINA RIVER SPAWNING CHANNELS - J. VAN BARNEVELD

DIRECTIONS:
• Starting from the Houston Tourist Information building
head West of Houston on Highway 16 for 4 km
• Make a left turn from the highway onto the Morice River FSR
• At 27 km keep going straight onto the Morice-Owen FSR
• At 56.5 km turn right onto the Nadina Main FSR
• At 74 km turn right onto the Hill Tout FSR
• At 79.5 km turn left onto the Tahtsa FSR
• After 500m turn right at the junction
• Just before 23 km turn right to go to the Spawning
Channels and the Rec Site

MOUNT HARRY DAVIS TRAILS
CHINA KNOWS - J. VAN BARNEVELD

The Nadina River Spawning Channel was built in 1973 to
produce additional sockeye fry that would take advantage of the rearing potential of Francois Lake. The channel
enhances sockeye salmon exclusively, is three kilometres in
length, has a capacity of 20,000 adult salmon and produces
on average six million fry per year. Recent returns to the
system have ranged from 3,000 to 195,000 sockeye adults.
The site is snowed-in from early November to late April
each year and is often subject to sudden closures during
the late summer and fall due to grizzly bear activity.
Visitors are able to see migrating and spawning sockeye
salmon during mid-August to mid-September. There are no
public facilities available in the area and limited signage.
Visitors are advise to phone ahead to inquire about
opening hours.
Contact information for the Nadina River Spawning Channels:
Phone: 250-697-2314, Fax: 250-697-6253,
E-mail: GrafD@dfo-mpo.gc.ca
Mailing Address: c/o Fulton Creek Spawning Channel,
P.O. Box 9, Granisle, B.C. V0J 1W0

Houston has a few areas for Mountain Bikers to explore.
The community is planning for expansion of our mountain
bike trails in the near future. Developed trails that will interest
bikers include:

MOUNT HARRY DAVIS - J. VAN BARNEVELD

Mountain Biking

www.houstonchamber.ca

There is cell phone coverage in this trail.
DIRECTIONS:
• Starting from the Houston Tourist Information building
drive West of Houston on Highway 16 for 14.5 km.
• Turn left (west) onto Barrett Hat Road (not Barrett Stn
Road) and travel 1.4 km to the junction with Parish Road.
• The trail starts on the west side of the intersection,
across from Barrett Hat Rd.
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OUTDOOR ADVENTURES

Houston & Area

MORICE MOUNTAIN
NORDIC CROSS COUNTRY
SKI TRAILS

Winter Activities

BULKLEY RIVER REC
SITE TRAILS
Distance From Town: 30 km
Trail Length: 10 km Total
Difficulty: Easy
Cell phone Coverage: YES.

The Bulkley River Recreation Site is
30 km from Houston and contains
a series of beautiful trails. The site
has 11 hike-in camp sites along
the Bulkley River. The Round Lake
Community Association developed
the site for hiking, camping, fishing,
snowshoeing and cross country
skiing. Check out their website at
www.roundlakebc.com. Located
on both shores of the Bulkley
River downstream of Houston and
upstream of Telkwa and Smithers,
this newly developed 104 hectare
Recreation Site welcomes users to
a habitat that is unique, with its low
elevation spruce and cottonwood
forests and its ready access to the
Bulkley River. A small chalet, with a
wood stove, is a welcome retreat for
recreationists. In addition, 10 km of
cross-country trails are enjoyed by
hikers, cyclists, skiers, snowshoers
and horse-back riders. Those
passionate about fishing can also be
seen, casting from the banks.
The trails, themselves, tell the story

Printing
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of these lands and water: blowdown,
poplar, old mill and plantation
describe the forests; peat bog, esker
and elk define other natural features
and Widzin’kwa, Wet’suwet’en for
glacial blue-green waters, highlights
traditional First Nations’ history on
this site.
DIRECTIONS:
• Drive west of town along Highway 16.
• Approximately 30 kms from town
you will see the signs for the Rec
Site on the left side of the highway.
• This Recreation Site is located on
West End Road.

Outdoor enthusiasts will find that winter is just barely long
enough around Houston. There’s so much to do when
the environment changes from autumn’s glory to winter’s
picturesque cloak of snow and ice.

Snowmobiling
Houston is home to some incredible high elevation and
meadow sledding opportunities. Houston lies in the
shadows of the coastal mountains offering the Houston
area a mild winter climate and generous amounts of snow.
Houston receives approximately 160cm of snow annually,
with the average winter temperature of -12.7 Celsius when
you add those two statistics together you get an abundance
of dry northern white gold! With Houston surrounded by
pristine wilderness and stellar snow conditions it becomes
any winter outdoor recreationist paradise and a prime
destination for snowmobiling offering mountain riding,
deep powder and forests to explore, no matter what type of
terrain you prefer, all minutes from town. It’s no wonder that
Houston was awarded 2016 Favorite Sled Town in Western
Canada from SnoRider Magazine!
Houston’s snowmobiling season usually starts in November
and runs until late spring. The Houston Snowmobile Club
maintains four different riding areas including Dungate
Meadows, Telkwa Range, Morice Mountain, and the Rhine
Ridge/Sibolas zones. The Houston Snowmobile Club has
approximately 200 km of maintained trails in Telkwa Range
and Dungate Meadows areas, and has cabins available for

MORICE MOUNTAIN
Driving distance: 28 km (about 30 minutes from Houston)
Parking: The Carrier FSR may not be plowed but there is
a small parking lot located on the Buck Flats Road that is
usually plowed out and you can unload there.
Grooming Season: Not groomed
Difficulty Level: Novice, Intermediate, Expert
The scenery at Morice Mountain is breath taking. Located
28 km from Houston, it represents a nice ride in a mountain
setting. Morice Mountain is an ungroomed area that offers
a mixture of alpine terrain, suitable for both novice and
advanced riders, there are several hills to play on and open
meadows to lay tracks in.
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& Stationery Shop in Houston
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For directions on each of the Houston Riding Areas for
Snowmobiling please contact the Houston & District
Chamber of Commerce at 250-845-7640,
Email: info@houstonchamber.ca or go to our website at
www.houstonchamber.ca under Visitor Information.

DUNGATE MEADOWS

A friendly family business with a
variety of retail products available
at competitive prices!
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visitors to use in the Telkwa Range, Rhine Ridge/Sibolas and
Dungate Meadows areas. The club asks visitors to obey a few
simply rules for everyone’s safety.
• Please read and follow signs in all areas, if you encounter
wildlife in any area please leave the area and notify
anyone else you may meet going in.
• Please pack out your garbage. Remember to go out
prepared and come home safe and may your days ride be
a memorable one.

ALPINE CABIN - KELLY FAVRON

DIRECTIONS:
• From the Houston Visitor Centre
head west on Highway 16
• At approx. 2.3 km turn left onto
Buck Flats Road.
• Travel 7.5 km until you reach the
Morice Mountain Nordic Ski lodge
on your right.

THERESA NIVAN

The Morice Mountain Nordic Ski trails
offer a great place to experience
variable terrain. These trails can be
used for long-distance cross-country
biking. The trails in the summer range
from hard-pack road to narrow trails
through the trees.

www.houstonchamber.ca

www.houstonchamber.ca

Driving distance: The Dungate Meadows are
located 21 km from Houston.
Parking: Both staging areas are plowed but the
main parking lot is larger and may be more
suitable for trucks with trailers.
Grooming Season: Partial from stage to cabin
Difficulity Level: Novice, Intermediate
Perfect for families and beginners, the Dungate
Meadows area offers low-angle riding with an
extensive trail system that is groomed from
the staging area to the Houston Snowmobiling
Club cabin that is open for everyone to enjoy
and is well-stocked with firewood. The Dungate
Meadows area is a good option for those days
when visibility is low or avalanche hazards are
high. If you enjoy ice fishing just follow the trail
to the end of the meadows to discover small
lakes at each end (Hanna and Poison Lake).
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Snowshoeing

WINTER ACTIVITIES

Driving Distance: Tableland Mountain is
approx. 80 kms from Houston
Parking: Parking will depend on
which roads are plowed from forestry
activities
Grooming Season: This area is not
groomed
Difficulty Level: Intermediate to expert
Tableland Mountain is for
experienced riders who are
up for real adventure. It is a
one-hour drive from Houston
to Tableland Mountain. The
terrain flows from meadows
to hills and typical mountain
conditions, and riders should
be skilled in avalanche
awareness. Locals recommend
hitting Tableland Mountain
in the spring, from midJanuary to March. There are no
groomed trails in the area so it
would be wise to accompany

TELKWA RANGE - ASHLEY RONEY
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someone who is familiar with the
area. Please contact the Houston
Snowmobiling club for assistance.

SIBOLAS/RHINE RIDGE
Driving Distance: The Sibloas and Rhine
Ridge Area is 105 km from Houston
Parking: At the beginning of the Sibola
Main FSR is usually wide and plowed.
Grooming Season: This area is not
groomed
Difficulty Level: Intermediate to expert
The Sibolas and Rhine Ridge areas
consist of three mountain ranges about
101 km to the south of Houston, This
area is ungroomed, but if you’re an
intermediate to expert rider who is
looking for deep snow and mountains
and valleys that seem to go on forever,
it’s well worth the drive.
Many people head to this area in
the spring, when the longer light of
day makes a full day of riding hills,
meadows and the alpine all the more
enjoyable. This area can get 3ft of snow
in an overnight storm, making it worth
ones time. Watch for drop-offs and
cliffs when cresting the hills, and get
ready for the views of a lifetime.
The Houston Snowmobile Club usually
breaks trail in December. There are
few marked trails, so heading out
as a group and with a local rider
is recommended. There are clubmaintained cabins in both areas.
To contact the Houston Snowmobile
Club for more current information,
please call Houston & District Chamber
of Commerce at 250-845-7640.
All visitors and new members are
welcome!
www.houstonchamber.ca

Why sit inside all winter wishing for spring? Many of Houston’s
hiking trails serve a double purpose. In town limits one can
snowshoe through the Duck Pond Trails and the North Side
Park Trails, both offer great snowshoeing adventures without
have to travel very far. Houston has amazing snowshoe trails in
the area outside town limits that can help you beat the winter
blues and enjoy the outdoors. Access to some of these trails

is dependent on local forestry activities in the winter months.
You may be able to reach all of these trails with a snowmobile
if the roads are not plowed. There are many trails the winter
enthusiast can choose from. Countrywide Sports located on
Hamblin Frontage Road offers snowshoe rentals for those
visitors who would like to try the activity but don’t own the
equipment.

Central Trails in Houston
NORTH TRAILS

DUCK POND TRAILS

Distance From Town: Within Town limits
Trail Length:
West side of Buck Creek 2.6 km
East side of Buck Creek 4.5 km
Round Trip:
West Side 1-1.5 Hours
East side 2-2.5 Hours
Difficulty: Easy
Cellphone Coverage: YES
Other Information: Houston & District
Chamber of Commerce offer a trail
map of the area, there are one way
trails and loop trails available in this
area, and snowshoeing.
Houston has many trail experiences
within town limits. The North Side
Park Trails traverse along Buck Creek
and Bulkley River. Only a few older
signs exist on these trails, but they are
heavily used and easy to follow.
For more information please visit
page 13.

Difficulty: Easy
Cellphone Coverage: YES
Distance From Town: Within Town limits
Trail Length: 1- 1.5 km
Round Trip: 30minutes to 1 Hour
Difficulty: Easy
Cellphone Coverage: YES
Other Information: Houston & District
Chamber of Commerce offer a trail
map of the area, loop trail, and viewing
platform. For more information please
visit page 13.

HIGH SCHOOL/
FOUR SEASON AREA
TRAILS
Difficulty: Easy
Cellphone Coverage: YES
These trails are a bit rustic, but are
suitable for walking the dog. No signs
are currently up, but this forested area
is separated from Four Seasons Park by
a chain link fence North/south along
the eastern most trail.
DIRECTIONS: turn to page 14.

Trails South East of Houston
DUNGATE & EQUITY FALLS
Distance From Town: 17 km
Equity Ice Falls: 717m
Dungate Falls: 108m
Round Trip (Ice Falls): 1 Hour
Difficulty: Easy-Moderate
Cellphone Coverage: None

DUNGATE FALLS: A short and easy
trail that is good for the whole family.
The Dungate Falls are located right
next to the Equity Mine Road and
makes for a nice spot to stop at when
out for a drive. The waterfall is best
viewed in spring when melt waters are

J. VAN BARNEVELD

TABLELAND MOUNTAIN

TAHTSA REACH RANGE - JOHN BODNAR

Driving Distance: Telkwa Range parking
lot is 22 km from Houston
Parking: There are two parking lots for
the Telkwa Range. Both are plowed,
but the main parking lot may be more
suitable for trucks with large trailers.
The club also pushes up the snow
banks for riders to unload their sleds.
Grooming Season: December to March
Difficulty Level: Novice, Intermediate,
and Expert
The Houston Snowmobile Club’s
showcase area and a first choice
for sledders visiting Houston is the
Telkwa Range. This isolated cluster
of mountain peaks offers a variety of
riding options. From the trailhead, it
is an 11 km ride on a groomed trail
to the club’s cabin where beginners
and families can do some exploring.

Beyond the cabin, experienced riders
will find steep hills to climb and other,
more advanced terrain features to
tackle.
Large groups tend to make it a daylong destination because of its wide
range of terrain—groomed trails, and
the cabin that is available to visitors.
This is a caribou recovery area so some
restrictions may apply. Please read the
signs.

MORICE MOUNTAIN - ASHLEY RONEY

TELKWA RANGE

www.houstonchamber.ca
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SILVERTHORNE LAKE TRAILS
Distance From Town: 7.5 km
Trail Length: 1.4 km minimum
Round Trip: 45 min to 5 Hours
Difficulty: Easy - Moderate
Cellphone Coverage: YES
Silverthorne Lake Snowshoe Trails are
located within Morice Mountain Nordic
Ski area. They were created in 2015.
The trails wind around mature second
growth logging plantation, mature
old growth spruce and feature many
wetland ecosystems that surround
Silverthorne & Beaver Pelt Lakes.
These trails hook up with the Old
Pines Nature Trail where a wooden
boardwalk provides a good glimpse of
a Beaver Lodge and Dam.
DIRECTIONS:
• From the Houston Visitor Centre
head west on Hwy 16
• At approx. 2.3 km turn left onto
Buck Flats Road
• Travel 7.5 km until you reach the
Morice Mountain Nordic Ski
lodge on your right.
• Trailhead information is near the
ski lodge

EQUITY ICE FALL TRAILS

OLD PINES NATURE TRAIL
Distance From Town: 10 km
Distance From Highway 16: 8 km
Trail Length: 1.9 km
Round Trip: 45 min - 1.5 Hours
Difficulty: Easy
Cellphone Coverage: partial coverage
The Old Pines Nature Trail is located
within Morice Mountain Nordic Ski

area. Fixed up in 2009, the trail starts
at an old sawmill landing and heads
north up a recent skid trail. The trail
winds around a mature second growth
logging plantation before coming out
onto the wetland surrounding Beaver
Pelt Lake.
DIRECTIONS: Please see page 16.

DIRECTIONS: See page 16.

Sn

Houston - Naturally Amazing 

ow

lu b

H

in Western Canada 2016 by Snoriders magazine

For stories and photos go to: www.snoriderswest.com/houston

m o b il e

C

These new trails are located very
close to town and offer many
different experiences. The trails
are relatively flat but have several
vistas and viewpoints. These trails
are great for families or those who
want to recreate close to town.

THE MORICE
MOUNTAIN CABIN TRAIL
Distance From Town: 10 km
Trail Length: Winter 11 km
Summer 7.9 km
Difficulty: Moderate
Cellphone Coverage: Partial on trail.
None at Cabin
The cabin offers good access and views of
Morice Mountain. The cabin is maintained
by the Morice Mountain Nordic Ski Club.
Access to the cabin is variable depending
on the season. Skiers & snowshoers need
to begin at the main lodge parking lot.
Distance to the cabin in the winter is
11 km.
To book the cabin, visit the Morice
Mountain Ski Club website at www.
xcskimoricemtn.com and click on the
link Alpine Cabin. The Alpine trail has
sections of sustained grades >20% for
the last 3.5-4 km. Morice Mountain
contains avalanche terrain.

The club enjoys a cabin and network of
groomed trails on the Telkwa Range,
Dungate Meadows and the Rhine Ridge.
All visitors and new members are welcome!
Box 364, Houston BC V0J 1Z0
Club President: Shea Long 250-845-4195
www.houstonchamber.ca

KLINGER LAKE TRAIL

Distance From Town: 7 km
Trail Lengths: 3 to 11 km
Round Trip: 1 Hour plus +
Difficulty: Easy
Cellphone Coverage: YES

Old Pines Nature Trail is a great trail for
beginners or to enjoy as a family. The
trail is about 1.9 kms with lots of areas
to explore while on snowshoes.

Welcome to Houston...Voted favourite Sled Town
ST
OU ON

MORICE – KLINGER
TRAILS

The trails can be used for many
activities such as snowshoeing
and cross country skiing in the
winter.
There are three trails that offer very
different experiences.

M. CZIRFUSZ

at their peak. The waterfall dwindles in
size toward the later part of the year.
EQUITY FALLS: Equity Falls is the most
popular snowshoeing destination in
our area. The Equity Ice Falls are not
much to look at in the summer, just
a trickle of water. However, this small
stream of water freezes over in the
winter and also continues to flow. The
end result is a spectacular set of ice
formations. A rough snowshoe trail is
ribboned with orange flagging tape
and will lead you to the falls.
WARNING: Watch out for falling ice
from the Equity Ice Falls
For more information and directions
see page 15.
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Trails West of Houston
via Morice River FSR

Trails South West of Houston

WINTER ACTIVITIES

For more information on these
trails and directions to the
Morice-Klinger Trails, please refer
to page 17.

Distance From Town: 14.3 km
Distance From Highway 16: 11.3 km
Trail Length: 200m to Lake
1.2 Km Trail Loop
Round Trip: 20 min
Difficulty: Easy
Cellphone Coverage: YES
Klinger Lake is another destination
for snowshoers only 14 km out
of town. Klinger Lake is a popular
location for fishing year round so
bring your ice fishing equipment.
The trail from Walcott Forest Service
Road is usually well packed from
snow machine traffic to allow for a
short 200m walk from the road to
the lake. The trail follows the outside
of a log fence. The fenced area is
crown land that is being leased for
a grazing permit. At the lake there
is a walking loop trail, which can be
used for snowshoeing in the winter
months. The trail loop is 1.2 km and
it is great for beginners. At the lake
site there is a picnic table and fire pit.
DIRECTIONS: See page 18.

Trails West of Houston
BARRETT HAT TRAIL
Distance From Town: 8.5 km
Distance From Highway 16: 1.4 km
Trail Length: 2.9 km
Round Trip: 1- 1.5 Hours
Difficulty: Easy
Cellphone Coverage: YES
The Barrett Hat Trail has great views
of the Telkwa Range and the MoriceBulkley Valley. It’s suitable for all ages
and is close to Houston. This is a good
trail for snowshoes. This trail is great for
beginners. The 2.9 km and the distance
to the Trail from Houston is about 5.8
km round trip this route would take
approximately 1- 1.5hours round trip.
DIRECTIONS: See page 22.

BULKLEY RIVER REC SITE
Distance From Town: 30 km
www.houstonchamber.ca

Trail Length: 10 km total
Difficulty: Easy
Cellphone Coverage: YES

In addition, 10 km of cross-country
trails are enjoyed by skiers and snowshoers in the winter season.

Located on both shores of the Bulkley
River downstream of
Houston and upstream
of Telkwa and Smithers,
this newly developed
104 hectare Recreation
Site welcomes users
to a habitat that is
unique, with its low
elevation spruce and
cottonwood forests
and its ready access
to the Bulkley River.
A small chalet, with
a wood stove, is a
welcome retreat for
recreationists.

DIRECTIONS: See page 23.
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WINTER ACTIVITIES

VISITOR AMENITIES

Cross Country Skiing

Houston

Facilities

Houston is a great area for cross-country skiing. The Morice Mountain Nordic Ski Club (MMNSC) provides a venue with over 26 km
of well-maintained trails.

MORICE MOUNTAIN
NORDIC SKI CLUB

on the east slope of Morice Mountain
accessed via a 7.7 km (ungroomed)
trail from our trail system, total of 11
km from the parking lot. Fee for nonmembers.
Winter use is ski and some
snowshoeing. For further information:
www.xcskimoricemtn.com
If you want to try something different,
many of our hiking trails serve a double
purpose and provide a unique ski
experience. Note: Access to some of
these trails may be dependent on local
forestry activities in the winter months.
You may not be able to reach all of
these trails without a snowmobile if the
roads are not plowed. Stay safe on the
trails: Make sure you have the proper
gear before venturing into the backcountry. Suggested trails for the back
country Skiing adventure include:

The Morice Mountain Nordic Ski Club
trail system has varied terrain with easy,
moderate, and difficult trails through
beautiful scenic hills and forest. The
club manages approximately 26
km of trails containing a 2 km dog
compatible trail loop that covers easy
and moderate trails, a 2 km length of lit
trails for night skiing, a ski playground
and adventure trail system for the kids.
The trails are groomed by a Bombardier
400 Plus to a minimum width of 17ft
with two outside set tracks and one
interior skating lane.
Trail fee for non-members. MMNSC
also offers a fabulous new ski library
for public use. Equipment is free
for members and $10 per use for
non-members. Non-members are
welcome. The club also maintains the
Alpine Cabin at the 1300m elevation
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Vancouver

Stay the night with us in Burns Lake, Houston, Smithers & now Terrace!

0
96

Sawmill Pa

1km

km
e 0.7
R idg

Loop

Tr
a

uld I

dust

e

Sho

m
2k
0.

Saw

0
92

Morice Mnt Nordic
Ski Trails ~ 8km
Buck Flats Rd

Y
X

Y
X

940

940

e
Ge
org

rt
upe

Pr
inc
e

ce R
Prin

^

Lakeside 0.8km

¹

Y
X

Y
X

90
0

.3
km

ipa
tio
n
Blu
92
ff
0
0

Pa
rtic

m

Y
X

km
Ridge 0.8

5k
7.

Y
X

Strawberry

m
2k
0.

il ~

Y
X

Y
X

ze

a
Tr

Houston

Pr. George

Y
X

Y
X

Y
X

oo
Sn

e

×

Ê

Y
X

Y
X

0
92

in
Alp

Houston

Y
X

Y
X

Y
X

0
92

1.8km Mainline-Smiles-ChallengeLast Chance

Alpine Ski Chalet and Trail

Pr. Rupert

X
Y
Y
X
Y
X

Y
X

M
ain

Y
X

Y
X

Y
X

8.2km Bow Wow-Trespass-Mainline

Houston British Columbia

Y
X

Y
X

Y
X

Y
X

Y
X

Y
X

Y
X

Y
X

Y
X

Y
X

Y
X

Y
X

0.3k
m
Y
X

Y
X

0.3km

Y
X

Y
X

Y
X

Y
X

km

Y
X

Y
X

Y
X

Y
X

Y
X

0
96

1.2km Mainline-Smiles-Fly By NightLast Chance

7.0km Last Chance-Strawberry RidgeBob Ck View-Should I Ridge-Wish
I Hadn't--Mainline

Y
X

s Rd

980

Lit Trail Loops

Y
X

Y
X

4.5km Mainline-Lakeside-Possum RunStrawberry Ridge-Last Chance
6.6km Mainline-Sawdust Loop-Mainline

Y
X

0.5

Lake
20m Contours

3km

940

Wetlands

0.8km Mainline-Loop De Doo-Bow Wow
3.0km Mainline- Lakeside -ChallengeLast Chance

Y
X

t
Fla

Outhouse

Y
X

n ce
Ch a

Not Maintained

Ski Trail Loops

Shelter

Relax in the 12 person hot tub or in the steam
room. The facility also has a poolside viewing room
to take in all the action! The spacious 1600sq. ft.
fitness centre with air conditioning, high ceilings,
and windows to bring in the view of the outdoors
is a wonderful space for everyone’s work out
needs from the experienced to the beginner. The
fitness centre offers free weights, weight training
equipment and a variety of cardio machines. The
leisure facility offers many activities and classes
throughout the year, for a schedule please contact
The Houston Leisure Facility at 250-845-7420 or
check out their Facebook page.
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First Aid Cache
Chalet

BULKLEY RIVER REC SITE
The Bulkley River Recreation Site is just
30 km from Houston and contains a
series of beautiful trails. A small chalet,
with a wood stove, is a welcome retreat
for recreationists. There is 10 km of crosscountry trails. For more information and
directions, please visit page 23.

The Houston Leisure Facility is never
disappointing. This amazing facility offers
a fitness centre, hot tub, steam room,
therapeutic leisure pool with a lazy river,
and a 25 meter, 4-lane competition pool
with a tarzan rope swing. The inside of this
beautiful facility is designed to showcase
our northern wilderness experience from
the leisure of being indoors. The facility
is family-friendly and fully accessible for
everyone to enjoy. The therapeutic leisure
pool offers a lazy river with hydro air jets,
geysers, tea cup water feature, vortex,
tot slide, and a kid’s water-play zone. The
separate 25 meter, 4-lane competition pool
with a tarzan rope swing is large enough for
those long distance swims or for a group to
enjoy the deep aspects of the pool.

ck

[
!

Difficult

The Barrett Hat Trail has great views
of the Telkwa Range and the MoriceBulkley Valley. Its suitable for all ages
and is close to Houston. Read more
under snowshoeing - page 57.
If you plan on skiing the Barrett Hat
trail, DO NOT go up the last 200m. It
is extremely steep and not suitable
for skiing. Please use caution when
exploring the top of this trail when
on skis. For more information and
directions please visit page 22.

Bu

×

Moderate

THE HOUSTON
LEISURE FACILITY

BARRETT HAT TRAIL

880

c
!

Easy

Read under snowshoeing for more

¹

Legend

Ski Trails

KLINGER LAKE TRAIL

information on page 47.
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www.houstonchamber.ca

Houston: 250-845-7867

Toll Free 1-888-731-7867
sunshineinnhouston@yahoo.com

www.houstonchamber.ca

Smithers: 250-847-6668
Toll Free: 1-877-674-4637
smithers@sunshineinn.ca

Book with
us today,
contact
a location
or see our
Burns Lake: 250-692-7696 website...
Toll Free: 1-866-388-1100
burnslake@sunshineinn.ca

www.sunshineinn.ca
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HOUSTON FACILITIES

HOUSTON ACTIVITIES

From playgrounds to picnic areas

Municipal Parks
HOUSTON PUBLIC LIBRARY
If you are looking for an enjoyable afternoon or
evening we encourage you to stop by the Houston
Public Library. Offering a wide variety of information,
this is a great place to get answers to all your questions.
The facility offers free internet and computer stations
are set up for the public’s use, the facility has ongoing
reading activities for children of all ages throughout
the year. If you need a room to rent for a meeting or
group activity, feel free to call and book the Canfor
room. Houston Public Library is also affiliated with the
BC One Card so that you are able to borrow a book
from Houston and return it to a different public library
within BC. To contact the Houston Public Library please
call 250-845-2256 or check out the web site at http://
houston.bclibrary.ca or for photos and upcoming
events you can also check out their facebook page.

Enjoy a night out with friends and family at the Pleasant Valley
Plaza. Open year round, the facility offers a state of the art
movie theatre with a great surround system to make your
movie experience complete. The Plaza is fully licensed and
offers a concession full of treats. The plaza also offers six lanes
of 5-pin bowling. If you want to add some flare to your bowling
experience ask to play cosmic bowling! Book a get together or
birthday party with them, it will be a blast!

Houston has a wide variety of municipal parks for you to enjoy
from playgrounds to picnic areas to a wetland environment for
bird watching:

AVALON PARK
Located on the east side of Houston, Avalon Park is just off of
Baggerman Crescent, in Avalon Subdivision. This playground
is great for young children.

NORTH SIDE PARK
Located on the east side of Houston, North side Park is at the
corner of 3rd Street and North Copeland Avenue. This park
has a ball diamond, outhouses, playground, picnic area, and
walking trails nearby, along Buck Creek.

STEELHEAD PARK

CLAUDE PARISH MEMORIAL ARENA
The Claude Parish Memorial arena is very busy through the
winter months, with minor hockey, figure skating, ringette,
senior men and women hockey leagues, public skating and
drop in shinny hockey. Public skating is schedule on the
weekend for the whole family to enjoy. In the summer months
ball hockey and community events are held in the facility. For
more information on the Claude Parish Memorial arena please
visit their website at www.houston.ca or call 250-845-7432.

Located on the east side of Houston along Highway 16,
this park is the pride and joy of our community. It boosts
“Canada’s Largest Fly Rod”, walking trails, playground, dog
run, picnic area, fountains, and beautiful flower gardens. This
park is now being extended along the highway to Houston’s
main set of stoplights, and will soon hold our “Walk through
History” museum.

Mark Zagwyn Photography
www.marksbcphotos.com
View our galleries, purchase
prints, and enjoy in your home.
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JAMIE BAXTER PARK
Located on the west side of Houston. Jamie Baxter Park
runs along West 14th Street near the Public Health Center.
This park has a skateboard park, ball diamond, BMX track,

The trail is located adjacent to Jamie Baxter Park. The fitness
trail is along Buck Creek dike and is an easy way to add more
energy to your walk or run. Designed to help seniors stay
active, it’s also a great workout for people of all ages.

NADINA PARK
Located on the west side of Houston. Nadina Park is just off
Nadina Place. The small park has a swing set and a picnic area.

Unwind with a round of golf on our on full length 9 hole course...
we’re located just minutes east of Houston!

Golf & Country Club Ltd.

Ph: 250-696-3680

OUTDOOR FITNESS TRAIL

DUCK POND WALKING TRAILS

Willow Grove

Highway 16, Box 212
Topley, BC V0J 2Y0
prints@marksbcphotos.com

playground, outhouses, picnic area, and an Amphitheatre
for outdoor entertainment. Canada Day celebrations and the
Houston Gospel Festival are hosted in this park.

Located on the west side of Houston, the Duck Pond can
be accessed through entrances on Hungerford Drive,
Hagman Crescent, and Nadina Way. Located at the pond are
platforms, benches, garbage cans, and a dock to feed the
ducks from. The area is a wet land marsh containing many
local types of wildlife.

HOUSTON CURLING CENTRE
If you enjoy curling then make it a priority to visit the Houston
Curling Centre. The centre offers three ice sheets for both
bonspiels and club play. Reserve the area to hold a private
party. To contact the Houston & District Curling Club please
phone 250-845-7838.

NORTHSIDE TRAIL - KELLY FAVRON

PLEASANT VALLEY PLAZA

4531 Highway 16 East, Box 1050 Houston, BC V0J 1Z0

PHONE PROSHOP: 250-845-2100 • HOME: 250-845-3188
EMAIL: golfthewillow@gmail.com

• Licensed clubhouse • driving range • power carts • stocked proshop • putting green • rentals • specialty rates •
www.houstonchamber.ca

www.houstonchamber.ca
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MUNICIPAL PARKS
Located on the west side of Houston
and at the far end of Mountain View
Drive. This park has four ball diamonds,
outhouses, rodeo grounds, and a
riding arena. The Annual May Days are
hosted at this park.

RUITER HEIGHTS PARK
Located on the west of Houston at the
end of Lahti Road in the Ruiter Heights
Subdivision. This park contains a great
playground for young children.

WALKING TRAIL SYSTEM
This system consists of 7 km of useable
walking trails that lie along Buck Creek
and the Bulkley River.

HAGMAN PARK

Visitor Amenities

Located on the west side of Houston,
Hagman Park runs along Hagman
Crescent in the Mountain View
Subdivision located at one of the
entrances to the Duck Pond area. This
playground is great for young children.

IRRIGATION LAKE

Located 14 km west of Houston. Follow
Highway 16 west and follow the signs
to Irrigation Lake. This site has several
picnic areas, fire pits, beach, change
rooms, and outhouses.

BY MAC PARK

Located west of Houston, you can find
the park by traveling 4 km west of
Houston on Highway 16. Take a left onto

HOTELS AND MOTELS
Houston Motor Inn

the Morice River FSR. Take a right at 4
km and follow the By Mac FSR about 1
km. You will see signs for By Mac Park.
There are nine unserviced campsites, a
shelter, and boat launch into the Morice
River, picnic areas and outhouses.

(250) 845-7112 or 1-800-994-8333
2940 Hwy. 16 - Kitchen Unit, Smoking and Non
Smoking, Pet Friendly *wireless internet available

NORTHWOOD PICNIC SITE

(250) 845-2246 or 1-888-311-7766
3030 Hwy. 16 - Kitchen Unit, Pet Friendly
*wireless internet available

Located 5 km west of downtown
Houston. The site is along Highway
16 and the Bulkley River. The site has
picnic area and outhouses.
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Benefits of Using the Houston’s
Outdoor Fitness Trail
• Feel Good: There is a feeling of vitality
and euphoria experienced during
and after a good workout. Exercise
elevates your moods and keeps
stress and depression at bay.
• Increased Flexibility: Stretching
improves your range of motion and
motor skills,helping to decrease the
risk of injury.
• More Energy: When you improve your
flexibility, strength, and stamina, it’s
easier to accomplish everyday tasks.
• Look Good: Improved energy
shows in your posture, attitude, and
enthusiasm.
• Better Sleep: Regular
physical activity can help
you fall asleep faster and
deepen your sleep.
• Just Being Outdoors:
The outdoor fitness trail
is a great way to enjoy
the sun and fresh air.
It’s invigorating, gives
you a chance to unwind
and helps you connect
with family or friends in a
fun social setting.

Houston - Naturally Amazing 

Idylwild Motor Inn

(250) 845-2296 • 2800 Hwy. 16
Kitchen Unit, Smoking and Non Smoking
*wireless internet available

Pleasant Valley Motel

Sunshine Inn and Estates

(250) 845-7867 or 1-888-731-7867
3451 11th Avenue - Kitchenettes, *wireless
internet available

BED & BREAKFAST

District of Houston’s Outdoor Fitness Trail
The fitness trail is an easy way to
add more energy to your walk or
run. Designed to help seniors to stay
active, it is also a great workout for
people of all ages. Simply stop at each
station and follow the instructions
for simple exercises you can do to
improve to improve your overall
health, energy, and fitness. With a
variety of fitness equipment, you can
get a full-body workout at your own
pace. The equipment focuses on a
variety of muscle groups so you can
vary your workouts. Do a little or a lot!
For directions please visit the Houston
Visitor Centre for assistance.

Houston & area...

Bearspaw Inn

(250) 845-4635 • 1977 Goold Road
*includes internet & breakfast

Knotty Pines Bed & Breakfast

(250) 845-7113 or (250) 845-1222
6262 Highway 16
*pet friendly & Continental breakfast

Electric Vehicle
Charging Station
Houston is an electric vehicle friendly
town! Electric vehicle drivers can
drive throughout Houston without
burning a drop of gas. Houston
has one of the world’s fastest level
2 charging stations. This 240 volt
station will fill you up and keep you
going where you need to go. If you
need to find other Charging Station
locations near you there is now an
app you can download onto your
smart phone. The app will give
you information as to where other
stations can be found and if they
are currently in use or not. The app
also allows you to start and stop the
charging session with the use of
your phone. You will need either a
Charge Point card or an app to access
the station. If you don’t have either,
come by the Houston Chamber of
Commerce and Visitor Center to
borrow our access card.
www.houstonchamber.ca

CABINS/LODGES/GUIDES
Nadina Mountain Wilderness Lodge
(250) 845-7537 • Owen Lake
Cabins, pets on leash

RESTAURANT GUIDE

Round Lake Resort

(250) 846-9160 • Hwy. 16 - Round Lake
Cabins, pet friendly, sail boat and canoe rentals
also available

A&W Restaurant

Whispering Pines Motel

Brewstir’s Café

Burnie Glacier Chalet

The Elements Houston Restaurant

(250) 845–7555 • 3282 Highway 16
(250) 845-2022 • 121-3429 10th Street

(250) 696-3353 • Hwy. 16 Topley
(250) 847-3351
Email: info@bearmountaineering.ca
Guiding services (back country hiking and skiing)

Nanika Lake Outfitters

(250) 695-6909
Email: info@nanikalakeoutfitters.com
Guiding services

(250) 845-2910 • 3488 Highway 16

Houston Food Market

(250) 845-2413 • 3428 9th Street
Canadian 2 for 1 Pizza,
Extreme Pita; Mr Sub; Seattle’s Best Coffee

Houston Pizza Factory

(250) 845-3131 • 3486 9th Street

Idylwild Restaurant

CAMPSITES

(250) 845-2296 • 2800 Hamblin Frontage Road

Bymac Park

Lee’s Garden

(250) 845-2238 • Morice River - Bymac Park
4 km on Morice River FSR, turn right onto
By Mac FSR, travel 1 km, turn left.
9 campsites, shelter, boat launch, picnic area.

(250) 845-3400 • 2350 Butler Avenue

Majestic Restaurant

(250) 845-0052 • 2940 Highway 16

Silverthorne Mobile Home and RV Park

Pleasant Valley Restaurant

(250) 845-2711 • 1700 Hwy. 16 West
Full hook-ups; 15 & 30 amp service, Showers and
free firewood, *wireless internet available

(250) 845-2232 • 3030 Highway 16

Houston Motor Inn

(250) 845-7177 • 3066 Highway 16

1-800-994-8333 • 2940 Hwy. 16 West
full hook-ups

Shady Rest RV Park

7-Eleven Food Stores/
Petro Canada
Subway

(250) 845-2580 • 3350 10th Street

(250) 845-2314 • Hwy. 16 East
Full hook-ups; 15 & 30 amp service, Laundry and
Showers available, *wireless internet available

Tea Gallery with a Twist
& The Moose Hut

(250) 845-2615 • 3384 9th Street

Nadina Lake Lodge

(250) 695-6788 • Email: nadina@shaw.ca
Cabins, camping (no Hook-ups), boat rentals

Morice River Lodge

1-877-846-9153 - Guiding services (Fishing),
lodge accommodations, cabins

Coles Lake Fishing Lodge

(250) 692-3229 or 1-866-235-2155
Email: flying@LDair.ca
Fishing Lodge, cabins, guiding services

Kingfisher Lodge

www.kingfisherlodge.ca

Noralee Resort

(250) 695-6399 • 49400 Colleymount Rd
(on Francois Lake) Cabins, campsites,
Full hook-ups, no Hook-ups

Wild Rose Camp

(250) 695-6954 • 49698 Colleymount Rd
(Western side of Francois Lake) - Cabins &
company rates
TORI LONG

FOUR SEASONS PARK

TOURIST INFORMATION

Babine Lodge

(250) 697-2310 • 46034 Babine Drive
Topley Landing - Cabins, RV sites, café & pub

www.houstonchamber.ca

Houston - Naturally Amazing I PAGE 69

TOURIST INFORMATION

Northwest Fuels Petro Canada

Service BC

(250) 845-2044 • 2950 5th Street

(250) 845-5828 • 3400 11th Street

PLACES TO WORSHIP

CONVENIENCE STORES

Reitsma’s Home Hardware

Houston United Church

7-Eleven Food Stores

INFORMATION AND LOCAL
GOVERNMENT & SERVICES

(250) 845-7177 • 3066 Highway 16

Houston Fellowship Baptist Church

(250) 845-2413 • 3428 9th Street

Houston Food Market

(250) 845-7810 • 3790 C.R. Matthews Road,
Sunday school: 9:45 am,
Sunday Service: 11:00 am

Bulkley Valley Foods

(250) 845-3300 • 2101 Tweedie Ave.

HARDWARE

Jehovah’s Witnesses

Castle Building Centre

(250) 845-2363 • 2081 Winter Avenue

District of Houston

(250) 845-2238 • 3367 12th Street

Houston & District Chamber of
Commerce

(250) 845-7640 • 3289 Highway 16

Service BC
(250) 845-5828 • 3400 11th Street

Public Meeting: Sunday 10:00 am
Congregation Bible Study: Thurs 7:30 pm

(250) 845-7606 • 2920 Hamblin Frontage Rd.

Guru Nanak Sikh Temple

(250) 845-2419 • 3462 9th Street

LAUNDRY SERVICES

HEALTH & MEDICINE

Route 16 Laundry Mat

Reitsma’s Home Hardware

(250) 845-2705 • 2012 Elliot Crescent

Anglican Church of St. Clements

Bulkley Valley Chiropractic

(250) 845-4940 • 2324 Butler Avenue,
Worship and Sunday school: 10:30 am

Houston Canadian Reformed Church
(250) 845-2145 • Office: (250) 845-3537
3797 Omineca Way,
Sunday Services: 10:00 am & 2:30 pm

Houston Christian Reformed Church

(250) 845-7013 • 2435 Poulton Ave.

OTHER IMPORTANT
NUMBERS

Traction Tire & Car Wash

(250) 845-2700 • 2216 Nadina Ave. North

Houston Health Centre

UAP/NAPA Auto Parts

Nadina Forest District

BANKING SERVICES

(250) 845-2294 • 3202 14th Street

(250) 845-2247 • 2805 Kanata Ave.

(250) 845-7655 • Office: (250) 845-7578
1959 Goold Road
Winter Services: 10:00 am & 3:00 pm,
Summer Services: 10:00 am & 7:00 pm

Bulkley Fire Zone

(250) 845-7117 • 2365 Copeland Ave.

(250) 846-9851

Topley Victory Church

Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako

(250) 845-2218 • Houston Shopping Centre Hwy 16

(250) 696-3603 • 14144 Sunset Lake Road,
Worship: Sunday 10:30 am

Houston Pentecostal Church

(250) 692-2200

1-800-320-3339

District of Houston

(250) 845-2238 • 3367 12th Street

Bulkley Valley Credit Union

Small Blessings Veterinary Clinic
(250) 845-3530 • 2005 Nadina Ave

Houston Health Centre

(250) 845-2294 • 3202 14th Street

Primary Care Clinic

Dr. Odho
(250) 845-5972 • 3150 14th Street

Walk in Clinic

Claude Parish Memorial Arena

TRANSPORT & TRAVEL
AGENCIES
(250) 845-7157 • 3356 10th Street

(250) 845-0022 • 2860 A - Hamblin Frontage Rd.

Houston & District Curling Club

Countrywide Sports

(250) 845-7432 • 3400 14th Street

(towing service) 1-888-460-7600
(250) 845-7600

(250) 845-7838 • Poulton Ave.

EMERGENCY CONTACT
NUMBERS

Arend’s Specialty Kompany

(250) 845-2238 • 2302 Butler Ave.

(250) 845-7420 • 3400 14th Street

911

A.R.P. Collision

(250) 845-2280 • 2340 Nadina Ave.

(250) 845-2250 (non emergency number)
3382 14th Street

Ambulance

Aurora Truck Services

(250) 845-7600 or 1-888-460-7600
2206 Nadina Ave N

Minute Muffler & Brake

1-800-663-5555 or *5555 on mobile phone

Conservation Officer Service

(250) 692-7777 • (250) 847-7266
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(250) 845-2256 • 3150 14th Street

(250) 845-2298 • 2350 Butler Ave.

Willow Grove Golf & Country Club
(250) 845-2100 • Highway 16 East

7-Eleven Food Store/Gas Bar

(250) 845-7222 • 2500 Butler Ave.

(Now with Diesel)
(250) 845-7177 • 3066 Highway 16

Sullivan Motor Products

Co-op Card Lock

(250) 845-2244 • 2760 Hamblin Frontage Rd.

Houston - Naturally Amazing 

Scheduling information 1-888-842-7245
Purchase tickets online at www.viarail.ca

Pleasant Valley Plaza Bowling/Theatre

FUEL

Forest Fire Reports

VIA Rail

Houston Public Library

Kal Tire

(250) 845-7341 • 2289 Tweedie Ave. North

Greyhound Lines of Canada

Houston Leisure Facility

For a complete listings of activities,
please contact the Houston & District
Chamber of Commerce at (250) 845-7640

(250) 845-2901 (non emergency number)
3202 14th Street

For those travelers who will be
in our region during the winter
months check out the Houston
Serendipity Craft Sale that is held
every November. The sale offers
crafters, bakers, and home based
businesses a place to showcase
their wares just in time for the
holiday season located in the
Houston shopping mall.

Houston Community Hall

Clear-Cut Auto Repair

(250) 845-3006 • 2520 Butler Ave.

Markets

Re/Max Houston

ELAINE ALIX

Houston Fire Department

(250) 845-2829 • 2860 Hamblin Frontage Rd.

(250) 845-0022 • 2860 A Hamblin Frontage Rd.

AMAZING...

Calderwood Realty

Total Physiotherapy

Aurora Truck Centre

(250) 845-2204 (non emergency number)
3268 11th Street

REAL ESTATE

(250) 845-5953 • 3202 14th Street

(250) 845-7131 • 3429 10th Street

St. Anthony’s Catholic Church

Houston RCMP

(250) 845-3700 • 3419 10th Street

(250) 845-7325 • 2436 Poulton Ave

ENTERTAINMENT &
ACTIVITIES

HUNTING & FISHING
LICENCES

All-West Glass

PHARMACY
Pharmasave

Mountain View Dental Clinic

Royal Bank of Canada

Countrywide Sports

(EMERGENCY SERVICES)

(250) 845-7000 • 3356 10th Street

(250) 845-8234

AUTOMOTIVE/TOWING
SERVICES

(250) 845-2126 • 3458 10th Street

Pleasant Valley Cleaners
Laundry Services

Steelhead Medical Centre
2370 Poulton Ave.

(250) 845-2678 • 2024 Riverbank Drive,
Sunday School & Service: 11:00 am, Sunday
Prayer Meeting: 7:00 pm
(250) 845-2841 • 2001 Riverbank Drive,
Mass: Sunday 11:30 am

Showers available • #1 3459 9th Street

THERESA NIVEN

(250) 845-2282 • 2106 Butler Avenue
Worship and Sunday school: 11:00am

(250) 845-2419 • 3462 9th Street

(250) 845-2303 • 2900 Hamblin Frontage Rd.

www.houstonchamber.ca

www.houstonchamber.ca

Houston also offers a Community
Market in the summer months
where one can always find fresh
produce, farmers’ products,
baked goods, and so much more.
For more information on the
Community market,
please visit the
Houston Visitor
Centre located
in Steelhead
park or
give us a
call at
250-845-7640.
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Conversion Table - Litres to US Gallons
Litres US Gallons Litres US Gallons Litres US Gallons Litres US Gallons Litres US Gallons
(liquid)
(liquid)
(liquid)
(liquid)
(liquid)
0.1		0.026
9		2.37
26		6.86
43		11.35
60		15.85
0.2		0.052
10		2.64
27		7.13
44		11.62
61		16.11
0.3		0.079
11		2.90
28		7.39
45		11.88
62		16.37
0.4		0.105
12		3.17
29		7.66
46		12.15
63		16.64
0.5		0.132
13		3.43
30		7.92
47		12.41
64		16.90
0.6		0.158
14		3.69
31		8.18
48		12.68
65		17.17
0.7		0.184
15		3.96
32		8.45
49		12.94
66		17.43
0.8		0.211
16		4.22
33		8.71
50		13.20
67		17.69
0.9		0.237
17		4.49
34		8.98
51		13.47
68		17.96
1		0.26
18		4.75
35		9.24
52		13.73
69		18.22
2		0.52
19		5.01
36		9.51
53		14.00
70		18.49
3		0.79
20		5.28
37		9.77
54		14.26
71		18.75
4		1.05
21		5.54
38		10.03
55		14.52
72		19.02
5		1.32
22		5.81
39		10.30
56		14.79
73		19.28
6		1.58
23		6.07
40		10.56
57		15.05
74		19.54
7		1.84
24		6.34
41		10.83
58		15.32
75		19.81
8		2.11
25		6.60
42		11.09
59		15.58
76		20.07

Litres US Gallons Litres US Gallons
(liquid)
(liquid)
77		20.34
94		24.83
78		20.60
95		25.09
79		20.86
96		25.36
80		21.13
97		25.62
81		21.39
98		25.88
82		21.66
99		26.15
83		21.92
100		26.4
84		22.19
200		52.8
85		22.45
300		79.2
86		22.71
400		105.6
87		22.98
500		132.0
88		23.24
600		158.5
89		23.51
700		184.9
90		23.77
800		211.3
91		24.03
900		237.7
92		24.30
1000		264.1
93		24.56

Conversion Table - Miles to Kilometres
Miles
1.0000
2.0000
3.0000
4.0000
5.0000
6.0000
7.0000
8.0000
9.0000
10.000
11.000
12.000
13.000
14.000
15.000
16.000

KMs
1.6093
3.2187
4.8280
6.4374
8.0467
9.6561
11.265
12.875
14.484
16.093
17.703
19.312
20.921
22.531
24.140
25.750

Miles
17.000
18.000
19.000
20.000
21.000
22.000
23.000
24.000
25.000
26.000
27.000
28.000
29.000
30.000
31.000
32.000

KMs
27.359
28.968
30.578
32.187
33.796
35.406
37.015
38.624
40.234
41.843
43.452
45.062
46.671
48.280
49.890
51.499

Miles
33.000
34.000
35.000
36.000
37.000
38.000
39.000
40.000
41.000
42.000
43.000
44.000
45.000
46.000
47.000
48.000

KMs
53.108
54.718
56.327
57.936
59.546
61.155
62.764
64.374
65.983
67.592
69.202
70.811
72.420
74.030
75.639
77.249

Miles
49.000
50.000
51.000
52.000
53.000
54.000
55.000
56.000
57.000
58.000
59.000
60.000
61.000
62.000
63.000
64.000

KMs
78.858
80.467
82.077
83.686
85.295
86.905
88.514
90.123
91.733
93.342
94.951
96.561
98.170
99.779
101.39
103.00

Miles
65.000
66.000
67.000
68.000
69.000
70.000
71.000
72.000
73.000
74.000
75.000
76.000
77.000
78.000
79.000
80.000

KMs
104.61
106.22
107.83
109.44
111.04
112.65
114.26
115.87
115.87
119.09
120.70
122.31
123.92
125.53
127.14
128.75

Metres
0.30480
0.60960
0.91440
1.2192
1.5240
1.8288
2.1336
2.4384
2.7432

Feet
10.000
11.000
12.000
13.000
14.000
15.000
16.000
17.000
18.000

Metres
3.0480
3.3528
3.6576
3.9624
4.2672
4.5720
4.8768
5.1816
5.4864

Feet
19.000
20.000
21.000
22.000
23.000
24.000
25.000
26.000
27.000

Metres
5.7912
6.0960
6.4008
6.7056
7.0104
7.3152
7.6200
7.9248
8.2296

Feet
28.000
29.000
30.000
31.000
32.000
33.000
34.000
35.000
36.000

Metres
8.5344
8.8392
9.1440
9.4488
9.7536
10.058
10.363
10.668
10.973

Feet
37.000
38.000
39.000
40.000
41.000
42.000
43.000
44.000
45.000

Metres
11.278
11.582
11.887
12.192
12.497
12.802
13.106
13.411
13.716

Miles
81.000
82.000
83.000
84.000
85.000
86.000
87.000
88.000
89.000
90.000
91.000
92.000
93.000
94.000
95.000
96.000

Feet
46.000
47.000
48.000
49.000
50.000
51.000
52.000
53.000
54.000

Same Price.
Expert Advice.
We are competitive! We will match any
advertised price. The price you pay today is
the best price today... if we, or our competitors
lower the price within 30 days, you are entitled
to a cheque for the difference!

WWW.METRIC-CONVERSIONS.ORG

KMs
130.36
131.97
133.58
135.18
136.79
138.40
140.01
141.62
143.23
144.84
146.45
148.06
149.67
151.28
152.89
154.50

Conversion Table - Feet to Metres
Feet
1.0000
2.0000
3.0000
4.0000
5.0000
6.0000
7.0000
8.0000
9.0000

Big city savings with
small town service!

WWW.METRIC-CONVERSIONS.ORG

Miles
97.000
98.000
99.000
100.00
200.00
300.00
400.00
500.00
600.00
700.00
800.00
900.00
1000.0

KMs
156.11
157.72
159.33
160.93
321.87
482.80
643.74
804.67
965.61
1126.5
1287.5
1448.4
1609.3

Locally Owned & Operated.
Mike’s Audio is your local specialist for all your audio, video
and home theatre needs.
Let our experts in our Custom Home Division design your
home theatre, automation and distributed audio needs.
We offer complete and professional installation services.

WWW.METRIC-CONVERSIONS.ORG

Metres
14.021
14.326
14.326
14.935
15.240
15.545
15.850
16.154
16.459

Feet
55.000
56.000
57.000
58.000
59.000

Metres
16.764
17.069
17.374
17.678
17.983

HELPFUL WEB SITES FOR YOUR VISIT:
Hello BC: www.hellobc.com
Drive BC: www.drive.bc.ca
Weather Network:
www.theweathernetwork.com
Steelhead Paradise:
www.steelheadparadise.com
Hunting and Trapping
Regulations Synopsis:
www.env.gov.bc.ca/fw/
wildlife/hunting/regulations
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Freshwater fishing Regulations
Synopsis: www.env.gov.bc.ca/
fw/fish/regulations
Oceans and Marine Fisheries B.C.:
www.env.gov.bc.ca/omfd
B.C. Ferries: 1-888-223-3779
www.bcferries.com
Alaska Ferries: 1-800-327-2571
or 1-907-772-3818
www.alaskaferry.com

Houston - Naturally Amazing 

Via Rail (Schedule):
1-888-842-7245
www.viarail.ca
B.C. Forests Recreation
Sites and Trails BC:
www.sitesand trailsbc.ca
B.C. Provincial Parks:
1-800-689-9025
www.env.gov.bc.bcparksBC
National Parks: 1-888-773-8888
www.parkscanada.gc.ca

RADIO STATIONS IN AREA:
MooseFM 106.5 FM (Vista Radio)
www.mybulkleylakesnow.com/
CJFW 105.5 FM (Bell Media)
www.cjfw.ca
CBC Radio 104.7 FM and 102.1 FM
www.cbc.ca/radio

Mike’s

COMMUNITY NEWSPAPER:
Houston Today
www.houston-today.com
www.houstonchamber.ca

Open Monday to Saturday: 9am - 6pm

250-845-2999

Unit B, 3443 9th Street, Houston, BC
Email: mikeaud@telus.net
Website: partner.audiovideounlimited.ca/mikesavu

www.avu.ca

AUTHORIZED
DEALER FOR:

Welcome to the

Houston Leisure Facility
Have a
day of
n!
family fu

Enjoy all we have to offer:
• Therapeutic leisure pool, including our hugely popular lazy river
with hydro air jets, tea cup water feature, vortex, geysers and
kids’ water-play zone
• Separate 25 meter, 4 lane competition pool with
Tarzan rope swing
• 12-person swirl pool
• Steam room
• Poolside viewing area
• Spacious 1600 sq. ft gym with weight training equipment,
free weights and a variety of cardio machines.
Air conditioning, high ceilings and lots of windows make
gym workouts an easy habit to get into!

District of Houston

Leisure Services Department
3400 14th Street, Houston, BC V0J 1Z0

Phone: 250-845-7420
Check out our website @ www.houston.ca

